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November 2022 

Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and  
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship. 

 

The Flame 

Pet Blessing  

Another wonderful day for the blessing of the animal’s service. We could not have 
asked for nicer weather and remarkably, our guests all got along well. While the     
number of guests was not as large as we had hoped, we tried some new advertising this 
year, the number we welcomed was slightly larger than last year, and it was such a joy 
to see so many returning smiles. Thank you to all who attended, and to Lynda who 
organized the treats, for both guests and their human partners, and to Alan who took 
so many fabulous pictures.  
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits 

 

It is hard to believe, but by the end of the month, we will be entering the season of Advent. 
That means Christmas is just around the corner. Of course, you don’t need my reminder, 
Christmas decorations have already hit the floors of many stores. It seems as if preparations 
begin earlier and earlier each year. I must admit, this year my preparations have begun early  
as well. 

Last month I spent several days working not only on our Christmas Eve service liturgies, but on something 
new to CHS. This coming Advent, we will offer a night of worship known as Blue Christmas. This is not a 
service filled with Elvis Presley music, but a service that sets aside time for those who are having difficulty 
finding joy as Christmas approaches. I have heard about this service over the years, although I have never 
attended one. Doing some research, I found that many of the prayers and meditations used focused on helping 
people give to God that which they could, and for God’s strength to help carry those things they were not 
ready, or able, to let go of. 

As I prayed about this, I realized we, as a community, tend to focus more on the uplifting message of Advent, 
and the coming Christmas celebration, more than we do in addressing the pain or grief we are dealing with.  
Just think about this; we start the season with a feast (pie night), we decorate the church, and we add special 
and seasonal music to remind us of why the season is one to be celebrated. Despite all this, it is hard to know 
joy these things are intended to offer, when grief, loss, or loneliness dominate our lives. Add to this, after more 
than two years of relative isolation, many have become disconnected from that which offered them hope and 
encouragement to make it through their struggles. This service can be a first step in reconnecting, in dealing 
with the struggles we face, struggles that seem to overwhelm us as others celebrate. 

I encourage all those who struggle this time of year to place this service on their calendar and I invite those 
who are not, to join us, to offer our prayers and support for those who do. Our first Blue Christmas will be 
held upstairs, in the sanctuary, on Saturday (17 Dec) beginning at 5:00pm. While the service will be quite 
different than our typical Sunday morning worship, it will include communion for those who wish to receive. 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us; and if you know someone who might find strength and support 
in this type of service, please pass the word, better yet, ask them to join you. For in journeying alongside one 
another, we all may experience God’s blessings. 

The Office will be closed Friday, November 11th 

in observance of Veteran's Day 

The Office will be closed Thursday and Friday,            

November 24 & 25th in observance of Thanksgiving 
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A note from our Vestry 

We would like to thank everyone who has turned in an estimate of giving card for 2023. The       
response so far has been wonderful. While we still have a little way to go to reach our goal, we have 
faith that when all cards are finally returned, we will be very close. If you have not yet turned in your 
estimate of giving card, please do so as soon as possible. If you can’t find your card, please visit our 
website (chsespisopal.org) and click on the “Online Pledge Form” button or stop by the office, or 
the Spirit Hub, to pick up another one. 

 

IRA Distributions  

For those who are required to take minimal distributions from your IRAs, you can reduce 
the tax incurred by  contributing a portion of your withdrawal directly to a qualified     
charitable organization (which includes CHS). To learn more about how this is done, 
please contact your financial planner or visit www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-
plans-fags-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals.  

 

Youth Activities 

Bellevue Berry Farm   

What a night!!!! Despite the winds, which kept us from having a bonfire, 
we enjoyed some of the best weather we have seen in a long time.    
Temperatures were perfect. Fr. Tom brought his gas grill, and we cooked 
hot dogs on it, he even burnt a few just so those who missed them   
coming out of the fire a wee bit on the toasted side, could enjoy that  
extra crunch that comes with a taking a hot dog out of a hot fire. After 

dinner, we got in line 
for our hayride 
through the haunted ranch. With the greatest threats of the   
pandemic behind us, we enjoyed a plethora of ghouls and     
goblins, more than we have seen for a number of years. Back at 
the campsite, we enjoyed deconstructed S’Mores since we could 
not have a fire. With the area picked up, and everything packed 
up, we headed home. Special thanks to Sharon Jones for        
organizing the food and for Lori Stevens for helping our youth 
through dinner and snack. We had a Boooootiful time and look 
forward to next year.  

 

Youth Group Roller Skating 

Calling all youth group members and those who are young at heart. On Wednesday, November 16th, beginning at 
6:30pm, our Journeys youth invite you to join them for a night of roller skating 
fun at Skate City. The cost is free for all parish youth (10-18) who pre-register at 
the Spirit Hub by Sunday (13 Nov). The cost for friends and family is $6 
(includes admission and skate rental) and is payable at the door.  

http://www.chespisopal.org
http://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-fags-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals.
http://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-fags-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals.
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Parish Life 

All Saints Day Service 

On November 1st, our Daughters of the King Chapter will be packing care packages to be sent 
out to our college students in time for finals. Following their project, beginning at 10:30, the 
Daughters invite anyone interested, to join them for an All Saints Day service in the chapel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday Prayer List 

It is not too late to add the name of someone to the prayer list we will read on All Saints 
Day. If you have someone you would like us to remember, or someone for which you want 
to offer thanksgiving, please let the office know by the close of business on Thursday          
(3 Nov). We will finalize the list on Friday morning for use on the following Sunday. 

 

 

Presence Candle and Bread Baking reminders 

We have some opportunities available to either donate a presence candle for 
the sanctuary or chapel, or to help provide the bread we share during         
communion. To reserve one of the available openings, please stop by the Spirit 
Hub to sign-up. Please remember to fill out a blue card (in the front of the 
book) for your candle. A copy of our bread menu can be found on the office 
bulletin board across from the chapel. 
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Parish Clean up 

On Saturday, November 5th, beginning at 10:00am, we will hold our fall clean-up. We 
have several extra projects that need to be done to help prepare our facility for the onset 
of winter, as well as to prepare for the upcoming Advent and Christmas seasons. If you 
have some time you can spare, many hands can make short work of all that needs to be 
done. There are projects for all skill levels, both inside and outside. Our goal is to finish 
up between 1 & 2pm. 

 

Family Advent Workshop 

On Sunday, November 20th, following the 9:30am service, our Christian Ed team will 
host our annual Family Advent Workshop. They plan to offer the ability to make your 
own Advent wreath, make a nativity ornament and more. Please plan to stick around 
after the service to see what crafts and holiday ideas they have to offer. Adults with and   
without children are encouraged to stop by and join in. If you would like to help        
organize this event, please contact our Christian Educations Director, Cindy Pekarek,   
or call the office. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Eve Pie Fest 

On Wednesday, November 23rd, beginning at 6:30pm, we will offer our annual 
Thanksgiving Eve service. Following the service, we will hang the seasonal 
greens. This year we will add a Christmas Tree to our decorations, and we invite 
members to bring an ornament to hang 
on the tree. We are asking families to 
write their family name and the year they 
arrived at CHS on the ornament. As is 

our custom, we will finish off the evenings with our annual pie fest. If able, 
please bring a pie to share and join us in celebrating the holiday. Can’t bring 
a pie? No problem. There is always plenty of yummy and tasty treats. 

 

 

Christmas Craft and Bake Sale 

Mark your calendars!! On December 3rd, our Holiday Craft and Bake Sale will return to 
CHS between 9:00 to 3:00; so, bake your goodies and join the fun!  If you have    
Christmas items for the popular Christmas Flea Market you can drop them off at the 

church and put in the library starting Nov 28th. 
You (or maybe someone you know?) 
are invited to contact Karen Gray or the 
church office to reserve a booth to sell your 
crafts in the Craft Sale.  Stop by the Spirit 
Hub to sign up if you can volunteer  Friday to help with set up,              
or  Saturday for a shift in the bake sale or Christmas Flea Market. 
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Parish Life 

.  

 

  

 

What a night! Once again, we filled the parish 
hall with members, their families, and their friends for a night of great food, fun, and fellowship. Special thanks to 
Marcia Adams, Lori Stevens, Donna Boettcher, Pam Chisam, Jan Sinram, Karen Gray, and Sharon Jones for the 
wonderful food that was served; to Lynda and Alan Wyant for   decorating the place so marvelously; to Sharon 
Jones for organizing the prizes (and several members who donated prizes as well); to Andrew and Katerina Klimpl 
for creating the fun and challenging trivia, and to the many volunteers who helped pour the various beverages we 
enjoyed. Of course, thank yous would not be complete unless we offered a great big shout out to all who helped 
clean-up afterwards. Looking forward to next year’s event. 
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Outreach 

Moving Veteran’s Forward   

Last month, we had an amazing response to our request for support to purchase supplies 
needed by the Moving Veteran’s Forward ministry, of service to homeless veterans who 
are assisted in settling into a new home. Together, we raised $618 that purchased: 25   
laundry baskets, 10 crockpots, 8 coffeemakers, 2 toasters, 8 hand-mixers, 9 blankets, 26 ice 
cube trays, 11 measuring cups with measuring spoons, 22 pizza cutters, 16 pairs of gloves, 
and 24 pairs of socks. Nearby Richmont Village heard of this project and they donated: 3 
crockpots, 4 coffeemakers, 5 toasters, 2 hand-mixers, 6 blankets, 5 throws, 3 sets of   
measuring cups, 3 sets of measuring spoons, 3 pizza cutters, 5 pair of gloves, and 39 pairs 
of socks. Special thanks to Nancy Baxter for coordinating our parish and neighbors      
response to identified needs in the local community and helping us to meet them. 

 

Thanksgiving Baskets  

There is still one more week to make a donation to help provide 30 Thanksgiving baskets for the Bellevue Food 
Pantry. Our goal is to once again provide a complete Thanksgiving Dinner for four (a $35 value) that will be     
distributed to families in need through our partnership with the Bellevue Food Pantry. In lieu of frozen turkeys or 

hams, we will provide each household with a $20 Bakers gift card to purchase 
the protean of their choice. Can you sponsor one or more families? If so, 
please drop your check in the offertory (make sure to note “baskets” in the 
memo line) by Sunday (6 Nov). Volunteers are invited to help pack family 
boxes on Wednesday afternoon (9 Nov), beginning at 1:30pm, to then be      
delivered to the Pantry that afternoon. 

 

Mobile Pantry 

Our next Mobile Pantry is scheduled for Saturday (12 Nov). Volunteers are asked  
to arrive at 9:30am entering the parking lot through the Thomas Dr entrance.         
Distribution will begin at 10am and continue until 11:30am (or until the food runs 
out, whichever occurs first). This will be a drive through pantry, so please keep this 
in mind as you plan what you will wear on this day. 

 

2023 Calendars 

Do you get calendars in the mail you don’t need? Instead of throwing them away (or recycling 
them) bring them to the church and drop them off by the Spirit Hub. Looking for a calendar for 
yourself? Why not stop by the Spirit Hub and sort through the donations. Feel free to help    
yourself. We will gladly share any calendars available with our     
Mobile Pantry guests. 
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Vestry Meeting Minutes 
October 13, 2022 

 
Vestry Members present:  Fr. Tom Jones, Ken Gomeringer, Judy Darrell, Leslie Nutting, Lori Erickson, Margie 
Crawford, Kristi Smith, Cindy Pekarek. Also present: Marcia Adams, Treasurer, and Carol McLaughlin, Recorder 
 
Teaching / Study:  The planned discussion of the book un.con.nect.ed was postponed due to an Eagle Project 
presentation 
 
Eagle Scout Project: Scout Casey Holmes presented an Eagle Scout project plan to the Vestry. He proposes to 
build a multi-tiered soil conservation area at the back of the parking lot. This will consist of laying timbers in tiers 
that will prevent further erosion in that area. Vestry approved his project. 
 
INFORMATION / UPDATES: 
 
Fr. Tom went over calendar events for the upcoming month. 
 
The Bishop’s visit is confirmed for Sunday, June 18, 2023. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Marcia Adams presented the financials. 

Budget vs. Actuals: YTD contributions are at 95.75%. Total operating income is at 94.55%. Expenditures outside 
the norm: Servant Keeper is 205%. The original plan was to discontinue the help desk (cost $300/yr). However, 
over the past year we have still needed to make use of the help desk. It was determined that we would extend the 
use of the help desk for another year. Larger than normal Outreach expense includes our end-of-year donations to 
Meals on Wheels, Bellevue Food Pantry, Bellevue Senior Center, and Episcopal Relief and Development. 

Changes in Equity: In Restricted Funds the $290 was for refrigerator repair and computer desk. 

Balance Sheet: Net Cash Assets are $225,832. Total Available Assets are $615,266. We have $5,674.72 in          
outstanding checks. 
 
Motion M010-13-01: Cindy moved that we accept the reports as presented. Lori seconded. Approved by unani-
mous vote. Motion M010-13-02: Kristi moved to pay the bills. Judy seconded. Approved by unanimous vote. 
 
Designated Fund Expenditures: Fund request forms presented for Vestry signature. 
 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
Status of Pledge Drive: Handout provided to members. We have received 16 pledges so far. $77,300 in pledges 
received, plus $4,000 given in 2022 for 2023. Our goal this year is $210,475. Lori, Leslie and Judy will write thank 
you notes to acknowledge pledges. 

DATE FUND PURPOSE AMOUNT 

19-Sep Youth Activities Fund Horseback Riding 340.00 

26-Sep Youth Activities Fund Groceries 89.56 

26-Sep Oktoberfest Fund Supplies 92.08 

26-Sep Building Fund Computer Desk 72.75 

27-Sep Building Fund Refrigerator Repair 217.50 

27-Sep Oktoberfest Fund Supplies 138.13 

29-Sep Altar Guild Fund Plant Stands 151.50 
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Budget Draft #2: Handout provided to members. Items in red are changes from last month. There was a drop in 
the estimated income because: (1) A couple families will not be able to make their 2022 estimated giving. (2) There 
was a pledge in 2021 for 2022 and it got recorded in 2021 in error. A few of the other increases and changes were 
explained. Almost all of the Ministry Expense reports have been turned in on time. 
 
Margie reported that the audit has been completed and just needs to be written up. 
 
Cindy reported that she will be having a Sunday School Teacher meeting at the church this coming Saturday at 
11:00 AM and anyone interested is welcome to attend. 
 
Judy learned that some older parish members have complained that they find it difficult to get their Christmas 
trees out of storage and put up in their homes. She suggested that we look into providing some help to them. She 
will write up something to put in the bulletin. 
 
Fr. Tom advised that we need a couple new vestry members, and also new Jr. and Sr. Wardens for next year. Per 
Parish By-Laws, a Nomination Committee was formed of all off going Vestry members (Michele Hagen, Margie 
Crawford, and Cindy Pekarek). 
 
The Vestry Christmas Dinner will be held at Fr. Tom and Sharon’s home on December 9 at 6:30 PM. 
 
DECISION ITEMS: 
 
There were none other than the proposed Eagle Scout Project at the start of the meeting. 
 
Motion M010-13-03: Judy moved to adjourn. Leslie seconded. Approved, unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 7:35 
PM.   
 
Next Vestry meeting will be Thursday, November 17, 2022, at 6:30 PM 

 

Financial Report as of September 30, 2022 

         Actual    Budgeted             YTD Actual                   YTD Budget 

         Pledged        $   12,440.00           $ 16,704.42          $  141,816.00               $   150,339.75 
         Other Inc.     $       861.00            $   1,457.33          $    12,729.22           $      13,116.00 

         Total Inc       $   13,301.00           $ 18,161.75          $  154,545.22               $    163,455.75 
         Expenses     $   21,053.39                  $ 18,873.83               $  160,487.76               $     169,864.50 

                                                                                                       $    -5,942.54 
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 Lay Ministries Schedule  

Please submit articles for the  
December 2022 FLAME to the  

church office by November 21th.  
 Thank you 

Ministries Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 27 Nov 23 

VPOD Cindy P Judy D Leslie N Lori E - 
Hospitality Team  

 9:30 am 

Greeters ,Ushers &       

Coffee Hour Host 

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4  

Altar Guild Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 1  
Recycle Team Jan S Marcia A Lynda W Karen G - 

LEM  Saturday 5:00 pm Kristi S Alberta Y Charlotte A Kristi S - 
LEM Sunday 8:00 am Rick S Doug A Rick S Doug A - 
LEM  Sunday 9:30 am  

 

Vince C 

Terri S 

Jan S 

Jennifer W 

Anika S 

Lori E 

Margie C 

Ken G 
 

                           Crucifer  

Acolytes     Torch  
                        Torch  

Isaiah H 

Kyper M 

Ailynn M 

Anika S 

Vincent C 

Evelynn C 

Olivia H 

Alex W 

Tanner M 

LEM Tanner M 

Nov 05 - Parish Clean-up Day - 10 am 

Nov 11 - Office closed for Veterans Day 

Nov 12 - Mobile Food Pantry - 10am -11:30 am 

Nov 13 - Finance Committee Meeting - 10:45 am 

Nov 17 - Vestry Meeting - 6:30 pm 

Nov 20 - Family Advent Workshop - 10:45 

Nov 23 - Service of Thanksgiving & Pie Fest  

Nov 27 - No Sunday School 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS! 



 

12 

The Flame 
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal 
1305 Thomas Drive 
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973 
402-291-7732 

The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska. 
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can 
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline 
for submitting news is November 21th 

Regular Services: 

Education: September- May 

Office Hours: 

Rector’s Day Off: 

Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org   Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

Sunday:    8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

                          9:30 am  Holy Eucharist  Rite II *  

Wednesday:    9:30 am  Holy Eucharist * 

   Saturday:    5:00 pm  Holy Eucharist 

* Broadcast live on Facebook 

Sunday:    Sunday School @ 10:30 am 

Wednesday:    Bible Study @ 10:15 am 
                         Journeys to Adulthood @ 6:30 pm 

Monday – Thursday:  9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Friday:    9:00 am–Noon 

Friday 


