The Flame
August 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Vacaton Bible School 2021

This year's VBS theme was living water. We learned how God gives us life through water in all
sorts of ways! We held the majority of activities outside so that the risk of covid-19 was at a
minimum. Being the end of June we had a lot of water themed activities. We had some science
object lessons that went with our themes, as well as a pool and water guns. We even threw wet
sponges at one another! We learned that God gave us water when he told Moses to strike a rock
in the desert and water came out. God gave life to our spirit when Jesus was baptized and the
Holy Spirit came down to him. And on the third day we learned that God gave us life by saving
Paul, and everyone on board from a terrible shipwreck with no loss of life. The kids did some
great crafts as well such as a well coaster to put their water bottle in, doves for Jesus's baptism,
and boats to try and sail down our makeshift waterway. That waterway
was not a success! *Haha! But it was fun trying! All in all we learned a
lot about praying about God providing for us through water and about
learning to love each other . As crazy as it always is I can't wait for
next year's VBS to come.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
After a long overdue vacation, and some time to reflect, I have come to the
conclusion we need to find a way to re-energize our parish community following our
year and a half of slumber. While some have done extraordinary work during this
time to help keep things going, it is time for us as a community to take a step of
faith, come out of hiding, and begin working together to restore the energy and
enthusiasm we had before the pandemic. I know there are still concerns about the
lingering variants of covid, as well as the risks of the available vaccines. I do not dare attempt to
minimize the depth of these concerns. However, as a community, we cannot continue to rely on a
small group to carry the load of the whole body. We need volunteers to share the work of worship
and mission, and we need everyone’s financial support to meet our fiscal obligations.
I understand that summers are typically seen as slow times in the life of any church community,
as people enjoy vacations. While gone, volunteer rates decline, as do contributions. After
isolating ourselves for so long, it is understandable that we want to get away and enjoy some of
what we have missed. It is also understandable, that after relying on a small group so long,
seeing that we were able to provide the basics, some might wonder why we need their help. The
church has appeared to continue without any ill effects. Nothing could be farther from the truth.
Those who gave, and are giving, so much, are reaching a point of burn-out. Having given so
much of themselves, they need a vacation too. They need others to share in the work they do so
that they can find some time to rest and reenergize.
This is true financially as well. Just as we need to share in the work of worship and ministry, we
need to share fiscally to be able to meet the needs both present. Half-way through the year, not
only is our volunteer rate down significantly, so are our contributions. If nothing changes, we will
need to withdraw approximately $25,000 from our reserves this year to meet our identified
budgetary needs. It is obvious these trends in volunteer rate and giving are unsustainable; and I
pray that the effects and fears of the pandemic will not continue much longer. I am inviting each
of us to pray about what we can do to help turn the tide. Together, we can overcome the
challenges before us.
To that end, if you are not currently a member of one of our ministry teams, or are a member and
not actively participating, please contact me and let me visit with you to help you find a way to
help make a difference. Part of my role as pastor, is to help people find where their passion
meets a need of the church. If successful in our efforts to bring these two things together, the
ministry one offers is not work, but both invigorating and fulfilling; because it is given not out of
obligation, but in response to the grace we come to know in the midst of shared grace. This is
equally true when it comes to our financial giving. If due to the pandemic you reduced your
pledge, or did not make one last year because of the uncertainty before us, please pray about
how you might be able to share in our financial commitments.
Together, by faith and with God’s help, I believe we will come out of this pandemic better and
stronger than we entered it.
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Reopening News
After much discussion and prayer, the Vestry has agreed that, despite our lower volunteer
participation, it is time to try and bring back our pre-pandemic 8:00 am Sunday service beginning
Sunday, September 12th (the Sunday after the Labor Day holiday). In order for this
service to be sustainable, we will need more volunteers to help support it. We will
need greeters, ushers, lay readers, and altar guild members who can serve on
Sunday mornings. If we are able to share the ministry needs among those who
worship at this service, I believe we will succeed in offering an enriching and
traditional sense of worship. If we are not, then the likelihood of continuing this
service will be a question for the Vestry to once again discuss and pray about.

With the addition of an 8:00 am service on Sunday mornings, the Vestry debated whether or not we
needed to shift the starting time of our 9:30 am service. Based on conversations many of our Vestry
members had with parishioners, there was a strong sense we needed to leave the starting time as
is. However, it was felt the time between services was not enough for the choir and altar guild to
prepare. A compromise was reached that we felt met the ministry needs and the will of the parish.
Our second service, beginning on Sunday September 12th will begin at 10:00am.

Oher changes coming this month includes service music returning to worship, the
freedom to move about the worship space to exchange the peace (please no hugs yet),
the passing of the offertory plate, and should the infection rate continue to remain low, in
September we will once again gather around the altar rail for communion. Also in
September, our Lay Eucharistic Visitors will resume home visits, and we will welcome the
full choir back to our 10:00 am Sunday worship. With the exception of sharing the common cup,
which the Diocese has said is not yet authorized, we pray that parish life will once again feel as it did
pre-pandemic and that we will find ourselves energized by the Holy Spirit.

One final note… We do ask that if you are unvaccinated, you continue to wear a mask when
gathering inside our parish building, especially when social distancing is not
possible. Even though those vaccinated are less likely to suffer any major
complications from covid, or one of its variants, we do want to offer all who
worship here a feeling of peace and safety.
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Parish Life
LEM Training
In preparation for the final phase of reopening, on Saturday, August 7 th,
beginning at 10:00am, Fr. Tom will offer a review of our Lay Eucharistic
Ministry for all current and prospective Lay Eucharistic Ministers. During this
one-hour meeting, we will discuss traditional and current practices and solicit
ideas for ways to expand our ministry team.

Crucifer and Torch Training
Due to conflicts in scheduling, last month’s crucifer training has been
rescheduled for Sunday August 15th. If anyone was unable to attend
our torch bearer training, Fr. Tom will offer training again on Sunday,
August 29th.

Lay Eucharistic Visitor Training
On Saturday, August 28th, beginning at Noon (after the Mobile Pantry) Fr.
Tom will offer orientation and training for all current and prospective Lay
Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs). LEVs assist Fr. Tom in the pastoral care of
our homebound members, offering communion and fellowship to those
who are no longer able to join us for in-person worship. If you might be
interested in this ministry, please contact Fr. Tom and let him know.

Holy Land Study
With the upcoming pilgrimage in 2022, Fr. Tom is offering a six-session study
looking at the Holy Land through the lens of a Kathy Lee Gifford presentation, the
Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi. Our study meets on Thursday evenings, beginning
at 7:00 pm, here at the church and on online via Zoom. To join us using Zoom, visit
https://zoom.us, click on join a meeting, then enter meeting id # 833 3668 2763 and
passcode 255940. Study dates and handouts may be found on the What’s Happening page of our website (www.chsepiscopal.org).

Education for Ministry – Plans for fall
Our four-year EfM program has transformed into a diverse, inter-state
group with members from 4 states including Nebraska. This gives us
a wide-lens culturally which we all enjoy. We invite you to join our
long-standing group when we start back up after Labor Day. If you
are considering joining or reviewing a year, the tuition is $375, we
have access to scholarship funds if needed. Be sure to let us know, we have all of our current
members returning leaving only a few openings for new/reviewing members. Carpe Diem! The
class is currently held via Zoom from 6:15-8:15 p.m. each Tuesday. For more information see
efm.sewanee.edu or contact co-mentors: Cindy Pekarek, circlecnp@gmail.com, 402-670-0575
and Ruth Richter, ruthrichter@roi-consulting.com, 402-880-7580.
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Parish Picnic
The parish picnic is back. While the base lake is still unavailable for our
annual gathering, the Vestry thought it was important we still set aside a
time to come together to celebrate the joy we have in community. On
Sunday, August 22nd, after the service, your Vestry invites you to join
them for a pot luck luncheon, right here at CHS. The Vestry will provide
hamburgers and hot dogs, and the rest of us get to bring something to
share. If your last name begins with an A-L, please bring a dessert to
share; and if M-Z, please bring a side to share. Want to bring both, we
would love it. This year, weather permitting, we are asking members with
canopies, to bring them and set them up in the parking lot. Together we
will move tables and chairs outside to get out of the parish hall and add to the picnic feel.

Roof Replacement
Well, a project we knew would one day come, but prayed
would not be needed, is about to begin. When we contacted a
roofing company to repair a portion of the roof where shingles
had blown off, a great deal of damage was noted, most all of
which goes back to the tornado that went through Bellevue
several years ago. Our insurance company was notified, and
they confirmed that our entire roof was in need of replacement.
The good news, the insurance company is paying for a full
replacement. The bad news, the amount they are offering is $20,000 below what is needed. Facing
this shortfall, the Vestry has identified reserve funding to fill the existing gap. If you wish to help us
fund this project, allowing us to preserve a portion of our reserve funding, we invite you to donate
as you are able, placing the phrase roof repair in the memo line of your check.

Day by Day
The Fall Forward Day by Day’s are here! Stop by and pick
up your daily devotional or pick one up Sunday.

Financial Report as of June 30, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

$
$
$
$

Actual
14,528.70
929.00
15,457.70
16,157.27

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75
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YTD Actual
$ 83,868.70
$
8,201.00
$ 92,069.70
$ 104,738.26
$ -12,668.56

YTD Budget
$ 90.342.50
$ 9,193.50
$ 99,536.00
$ 112,000.50

Youth Activities
Camp Canterbury

Youth from CHS had a great time at Camp Canterbury this
summer. It was so great to once again gather with friends from
across the diocese for fun, fellowship, and a little Jesus too.
Special thanks to the diocesan staff who coordinated camp this
year within all the guidelines designed to keep our youth safe.

Journey’s Staff meeting
On Wednesday (August 4th) our Journeys staff will gather to discuss the upcoming program
year. Our meeting will begin with a shared meal at 6:30, with a review of the calendar and
activities beginning at 7:00pm. Volunteers are always welcome to join us as we look to
provide our youth with another year of faithful fun. If you wish to join us for dinner, please
contact Fr. Tom in advance.

Sunday School Open House
Hi, This is Cindy Pekarek, your Christian Ed Director. I want to begin by inviting everyone to our new
year 2021 - 2022 program. I am always very excited to begin a new chapter in our story together.
We will begin with two classes and then divide into more age groups if the numbers require it. Three
to seven year olds will be in the younger group, and 8 to11-year-olds will be in the older group with
Mrs. Cook as the teacher. I have been the teacher for the younger group this summer and we're still
hoping Ms. Lisa or Miss Piper can come and help as well. Please come join us
in the classrooms on the 15th of August and sign up! We will have fun things for
the kids to do especially crafts, some games, and we will answer any questions
that you may have. If you have any questions you can also contact me on my
cell phone ,or by email My email is circlecnp@gmail.com and my cell number is
(402) 670-0575
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Journeys begins
On Wednesday (August 18th) our Journeys youth program will resume, starting with a
shared meal at 6:30pm. As is our tradition, parents are invited to join us on the first
night to meet with youth volunteers and to learn about the activities and program we
will be offering. Journeys is open to all parish youth (and their friends) who are
entering the 6th-12th grade; and like camp, is a time of fun, fellowship, and a little
Jesus. For more information about Journeys, please visit with Fr. Tom or any of our Journeys staff.

Parish Outreach & Mission
Mobile Pantry
The Mobile Pantry will be here at CHS on Saturday August 28 th.
Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9:00 am, entering through the
Thomas Dr parking lot entrance. Distribution will begin at 10:00
am and go until Noon (or until the food runs out, whichever
occurs first). Please watch our Facebook page for an event ad
and share it to help us spread the word. If you have any
questions about our mobile pantry events, please contact
Margie Guy.

Holy Land Trip
Last month, Fr. Tom met with the coordinator for next
year’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land (2-13 May). They
discussed general travel arrangements, itinerary, and
hotels. Fr. Tom expects a draft itinerary to be available
the beginning of this month, with early registration
beginning by the 15th. If you might be interested in this
trip, and have not yet notified Fr. Tom, please do so as
soon as possible as Fr. Tom expects an incentive to be
offered by Lightline North America for those who are
interested and register early.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works,
that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and
be faithful stewards of thy bounty. Book of Common Prayer pg. 329

Did you know you can contribute to the church just by shopping?
Baker’s Rewards
TO ENROLL IN THE COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM
Members must visit Baker's website at www.bakersplus.com
•

Sign in OR create an account (if you need help, see Sharon)

•

Go to "My Account" under your sign in name

•

On the Menu list on the left, click on Community Rewards

•

Click on Enroll

•

Under "Find an Organization", either type in IB693 or Church of the Holy Spirit (Episcopal)
Click on Enroll.

When you shop, make sure to swipe your Plus card or enter the registered phone number. Every
time that you purchase qualifying items at Baker's the amount is contributed to Holy Spirit. CHS
then is given a percentage allocation of Baker's giving based on the percentage of total purchases
by all organizations. The more that our members purchase at Baker's, the larger our share of their
giving. Typically, the amount has averaged about $125 every quarter. Free money!

Also, check your receipts. It should state that "At your request, Bakers is contributing to Church of
the Holy Spirit (Episcopal)"
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2021
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Judy Darrell, Terri Storm, Margie Guy, Ken
Gomeringer, Leslie Nutting, Cindy Pekarek, Linda Blinston, Michele Hagen, Margie Guy, Blythe
Becker. Also present Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION / UPDATES:
Fr. Tom went over the upcoming calendar events for the next month. He also mentioned that if
anyone knows of someone who lost perishable food as a result of the recent storm related power
outages, to let him know as there are funds available to assist.
Phone System Replacement: Leslie and Fr. Tom met with Molly from CoreTech to further discuss
our current system and potential replacement product. Molly is writing up an estimate for two
different systems for us to consider. We don't have to replace our system immediately but when the
time comes we will have the information we need to proceed.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Covid19 Trends: Fr. Tom handed out the latest chart showing 6.3 cases per 100,000 in Cass,
Douglas and Sarpy counties. This is an increase from a month ago however it is still in the safe
range in order to continue public worship.
Reopening plans were discussed and the following was agreed:
Post-Communion hymn and service music will resume in August.
Last month we discussed going back to two Sunday services at 8:00 and 9:30. This month we
will discuss having the second Sunday service at 10:00 instead of 9:30. Vestry members
relayed what they have been hearing from parish members on this subject. After discussion it
was the consensus of the Vestry that we should have the two Sunday services at 8:00 and
10:00 beginning on September 12. This will satisfy the majority of parishioners and give the
choir time before the second service for their practice. It should not adversely affect Sunday
School attendance. The Altar Guild will also be able to work with these two service times.
Oktoberfest will be held in October. This is still in the pre-planning stage.
The $500 gift needs to be moved to the Endowment Fund as directed in last month's meeting.
Blythe will get this done.
Eagle Scout Project #2 (expanded parking for trailers) is completed. Eagle Project #1 (fencing
repair) is scheduled to be completed next month.
2021 Budget Review: We are at 92.5% of projected income which is good. With expenses that puts
us $12,668 in the red which is where we expect to be.
DECISION ITEMS:
Roof Repair / Replacement Funding: Fr. Tom provided the following for approval by the Vestry.
Last month, Vestry motion 06-17-04 authorized moving forward with an insurance claim to replace
our damaged roof. An estimate was obtained and provided to the insurance company for
consideration. After inspection, the insurance company has authorized payment of $108,493.68
minus our $2,500 deductible. After further negotiations, the original roofing company’s estimate for
replacement is $128,965.72. This leaves us with a shortfall of $22,972.04. An additional roofing
estimate has been requested from a second company and is still pending.
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With the extreme shortfall in operational funding this year, the success of a capital campaign to raise
this amount is unlikely to succeed. However, it has been recommended that we announce the need
and invite contributions in support of this project. To prevent prolonged project delays, it is proposed
that we withdraw needed funding from the endowment fund; and should we receive any
contributions, place them back into the endowment fund to replace any funds removed.
After consultation with the Endowment Board, and in accordance with Section 14 of the Endowment
Fund Enabling Resolution, a special amendment to Section C of Fund Policies and Guidelines is
required if funds are to be withdrawn separate from existing protocols. To pass, the motion must
receive a two-thirds vote for approval by the entire Vestry.
Motion M07-22-01: Fr. Tom moved that the Vestry authorize the Executive Committee to both
make the final decision on which roofing company to use, based on bids and service history, and to
make a one-time withdrawal of up to $30,000 from the endowment fund, that shall not be counted
against the end of year grant computations, to cover the projected cost of roof repairs and any cost
overruns resulting from newly discovered damage. If additional funding is needed, the Executive
Committee must seek Vestry approval before withdrawing any additional funds; and any funds
collected and not used to directly cover replacement costs, shall be deposited into the Endowment
Fund. The motion on the table was seconded by Cindy. Following discussion, the motion was
unanimously approved.
Parish Picnic: There was discussion of plans for the August 22 picnic. The picnic will be held
outdoors, with canopies and tents to provide shade. The food will be potluck, with the meat
(hamburgers and hot dogs) provided by CHS.
Fr. Tom went over duties that should be carried out by the VPOD (vestry person of the day) on
Sunday mornings, including turning on AC, unlocking doors throughout building, turning on lights,
setting up the computer, and starting the coffee.
Treasurer's Report: Blythe Becker presented.
Operational Income and Expense: Contribution income was at 92.5%. Total other income is 89%.
Total operating income also 92.5%. She went over some of the budget expenses.
Changes in Equity: Expenses explained.
Balance Sheet: Cash assets are $202,963. Net cash assets $199,321. Total available assets are
$664,827.
Motion M07-22-02: Terri moved that we accept the reports as presented. Judy seconded.
Approved.
Motion M07-22-03: Michele moved that we pay bills. Ken seconded. Approved.
FUND EXPENSES:
Date

Fund

Purpose

19-Jun

Rector Discretionary

Eagle Project

26-Jun

Building

Sidewalk repair

26-Jun

Rector Discretionary

Organist for funeral

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
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Expense
300.00
1,240.00
150.00

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Aug 1 - Torch bearer training 10:45
Aug 4 - J2A adult meeting 6:30
Aug 5 - Holy Land Study 7pm
Aug 8 - Crucifer training
Aug 12 -Vestry Meeting
Aug 15 - Sunday School Open house 10:40
Aug 18 - J2A starts
Aug 19 - Holy Land Study 7pm
Aug 22 - Annual Parish Picnic

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

August 1

August 8

August 15

August 22

August 29

VPOD

Leslie N

Linda B

Ken G

Blythe B

Cindy P

Hospitality Team 9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers & Coffee
Hour Host

Team 4

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 3

Recycle Team

Karen G

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

Charlotte A

Alberta Y.

Kristi S

Charlotte A

Alberta Y

Jennifer W

Vince C

Rick S

Ken G

Michele H

Michele H

Lori E

Terri S

Doug A

Lori E

LEM Saturday 5:00 pm
Reading

LEM Sunday 9:30 am
Prayers
Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

Anika S
Olivia H
Ciaya S

Alex G
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Please submit articles for the
September 2021 FLAME to the
church office by August 20th.
Thank you
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William R
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Emily W
Olivia H
Ciaya S

Isaiah H
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Regular Services:
Sunday:
9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 10:45am
(September-May)
Journeys 2 Adulthood @ 6:30

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is August 20th.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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