The Flame
September 2022
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Parish Picnic
Last month we celebrated the beginning of another program
year with our annual parish picnic. This year we gathered in the
pavilion at Everett Park, just down the hill from the church. The
weather was perfect, the food great, and our youth had fun
playing in the park’s splash pad. What a wonderful time we had
as our newer members got to meet and get to know some of
long-time members. Special thanks to Judy Darrell who
organized this event and Corey Hagen and Chris Darrell for
cooking our hamburgers and hot dogs. Of course, we must also
say thank you to all who joined in the festivities and who shared a
dessert or side.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
After returning from vacation, it was time to finalize preparations for our fall programs. I am
so glad I got some rest, because the weeks that followed were pretty chaotic, despite all I had
done in advance. So here we are. Our parish youth are back in school, our Sunday school,
Journeys, and mid-week bible study have all resumed, and we have a Mobile Pantry planned
for later this month. As we look ahead, planning continues for next month’s Pet Blessings
Service, Oktoberfest, a night at the Berry Pumpkin Patch, a trip to Annual Council, and our annual parking lot
Trunk and Treat.
Add into the mix of things happening, we are also taking a hard look at how we live out our faith here at CHS,
with ministry teams reflecting on their goals and needs in advance of our annual pledge drive beginning in
October. As we do, I suspect we will see some ministries merge, new ones identified, and sadly, some let go of.
Some of the changes we will see are a result of the pandemic; while others, because of the shifting dynamics of
parish and community life. Over the next few months, our Vestry will be taking an extra close look at next
year’s budget, not only to ensure our essential fiscal responsibilities are met, but how we might use the
resources we have to explore new ways to reach out into the community, sharing our story and inviting people
to join us on our journey.
One area we must find a way to improve upon is our online presence. In today’s world, social media is the best
way to share the story of who we are and why we are here. It is second only to our personal witness. For many
in our parish, an online presence is not something thought of as a priority, especially now that we are meeting
in person again. However, with an average of 20 participants joining us online midweek, and one-third of our
Sunday participants doing so as well, we must find a way to provide a more consistent and better-quality
experience. This means we not only need to upgrade the computer system and software we use, but with 549
followers on Facebook alone, we must also offer more content beyond our worship and mobile pantry
notifications if we wish our followers to become more engaged in the ministry we share.
While we are able to manage most of what we currently do with the help of our volunteers, to expand our
efforts, to make a difference in the surrounding community, we will need to find someone more fluent in the
rapidly changing worlds of social media and software to help us. Will there be a cost in doing so? I suspect the
answer is yes. What that cost will be is still in question; but it is an investment we will need to make if we are to
grow as the body in Christ, helping people deepen their relationship with God through our worship, service,
and fellowship.
Another very important area needing updating is our website. A parish website is now the first impression
those searching for a church will have of who we are and what we do. Despite the changes we have
experienced, we have made no major changes, or updates, for several years now. I would suspect that a portion
of the information we provide is no longer accurate and that some of the great things we do are not highlighted
as they should be. As part of their reflection, ministry teams are encouraged to review and provide updated
content for our website.
During the coming months, please keep our parish family in your prayers, that we may faithfully and better
meet the needs of both our members and those in the surrounding community.

The office will be closed Monday,
September 5 in observance of
Labor Day
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Youth Activities
FunPlex
At the end of July, we enjoyed a wonderful family event at the FunPlex
waterpark. Including family and friends, we had a total of 49 people
sign-up for this event. A group of us hung out in one of the picnic
tents venturing out to enjoy the refreshing water throughout the day.
Our youth enjoyed waterslides, go karts, bumper cars, floating down
the lazy river, along with other rides and attractions. While the day
before the event there was the threat of rain, the day turned out to be
perfect, not too hot, no rain, just fun. Thanks to all who joined us.

Sunday School
Welcome back to a new year of Sunday School! We meet from 10:45am – 11:30am every Sunday. We welcome any
children ages 3yo (potty trained) through 5th grade.
Open House: We had the Sunday School open house on Sunday August 15th after the
9:30am service. The kids had a great time doing crafts and playing with the teachers.
This year we look forward to at least 6 kids regularly attending. That is double last
year’s start at 3!
CHS Picnic: Our Sunday School kids had a great time at the picnic on August 21st. We
had some kids there that haven’t tried Sunday School yet too! I enjoyed meeting the
parents and grandparents of our Sunday School kids. I had craft projects planned, but
the kids were on the splash pad, quick lunch, and back to the splash pad! It was a great
community gathering!
First Day of Classes: I am really excited about this school year. We started our lessons
on August 28th. In the older class with Mrs. Cook, they are studying Heroes of the Bible and making great crafts
while they learn about our leaders from the Bible. They will continue memorizing prayers from our worship
service as well. In the Littles’ Class they are learning about our Christian faith from A(Adam) to Z(Zachariah)!
Each week will be a new letter and a new adventure! The Littles’ will also be learning the Lord’s Prayer and
practicing every week. It should be a great playing and learning year!
September 4th: No Sunday School; Labor Day weekend
October 30th: Trunk or Treat! In the church parking lot.
November 6th: All Saints Party for Sunday School

Journeys Begins
At the end of last month, our Wednesday night Journeys program held their annual kick off
event. Parents and youth enjoyed a shared meal and then got to meet our mentors and learn
a little about this year’s planned program. With the influx of new youth, we are excited to
report we once again expanded our program into three age-appropriate groups and thankful
for our new adult volunteers who will work with our youth in the coming year. There is still
room, and still time, for youth 12-18 (in 6th-12th grade) to join in. We meet on Wednesday
evenings starting at 6:30pm with a shared meal. At 7:00pm we break into our groups; and at 8:00pm, we gather
together again to share online our evening service of Compline. Along the way, we discuss topics that are relevant
to youth today and we have fun during our many planned activities. For more information about Journeys, please
visit with Fr. Tom or stop by on Wednesday evening to check us out.
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Horseback Ride
It is that time again. A sign-up sheet is located at the Spirit
Hub for our annual youth group horseback ride
(on Sunday - 18 Sep) at the Shady Lane Ranch just north
of Council Bluffs. This event is open to parish youth
10-18, their friends, and family. The cost for parish youth
(riders must be at least 10 years old) is $10, for family and
friends who wish to ride, the cost is $25. All participants
must sign-up in advance no later than Sunday (11 Sep).
Everyone who comes, will enjoy a bonfire, hot dogs, and S’Mores. If youth need a ride, from and back to the
church, please let us know so that we can plan accordingly.

Parish Life
Backpack blessings
Last month as school resumed, we once again offered prayers for our youth, teachers, and
school staff and the backpacks, bookbags, and even a milk crate they will use in the coming
year. Each recipient received a tag for their bag to remind them that they and the books or
supplies they carry are blessed by a congregation of people who truly love and support them.

Ministry Team Leader Mtg
Due to unforeseen scheduling conflict, our meeting has been rescheduled for Saturday, 10 Sep,
at 10:00am. Team leaders are reminded to please return their ministry questionnaires as soon as
possible. During this 60-90 minute meeting, we will look at the planned calendar for the
upcoming year, discuss the challenges our ministries are facing, and gather ideas on how we
might better meet the needs of our parish and local community.

Bible Study
At the end of August, our mid-week bible study group resumed meeting. Each
Wednesday morning, beginning at 10:30am (following our 9:30am service), our study
group gathers in the parish hall to discusses the readings for the upcoming Sunday.
During our discussion, we strive to deepen our understanding of the overall message
the readings share, as well as dig a little deeper into their relevance to life today. We
would love to have you join us. When you can, why not come early and join us for worship in the chapel too.

Pet Blessings
Mark your calendars!!! On Sunday (2 Oct) beginning at 2:00
pm, we will hold our annual service to bless our furry (and
not so furry) friends. Each year, to celebrate the feast of St.
Francis, the patron saint of animals, our pets, and their
human partners, come together on the Sunday closest to
4 Oct, to give thanks for the joy and love we know through
one another. Our service will be held on the church lawn
(weather permitting). Please invite your pets to wear a leash,
or arrive in a carrier, or fish bowl for their protection.
Snacks for our furry friends and their human partners will be
available after the service.
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Oktoberfest
Tickets will go on sale later this month for our annual Oktoberfest
celebration to be held on Friday (14 Oct). We will once again enjoy
some really tasty German foods, sample some German beers (nonalcoholic beverages will also be provided for those who do wish to
sample beer), play some bingo, be challenged with some trivia, and
maybe even win a few fund prizes. Due to the rising costs in food,
beverages, and prizes, this year the cost will be $12.50 per person.

Untied we Walk
The Tri-Faith Initiative invites us to join them for their first annual United We
Walk, a walk to signal Omaha's commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion.
On Sunday, September 11 from 3 - 6 pm, participants will meet at the
Tri-Faith Center (13136 Faith Plaza, Omaha), and walk a 1.14 mile journey on
the Tri-Faith Commons. Alongside the walk, Tri-Faith will host DEI-centric
(Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) programming, live music performances, food trucks, and open houses of the
four Tri-Faith buildings. You can register here, and download their flyer to share with your family, friends, and
parish community.

Outreach
Mobile Pantry
Last month’s mobile pantry was another huge success as we served over 120 households and more than 350
people from the local and surrounding community. Sadly, we ran out of food shortly after 11am. The demand
last month was higher than usual. We were glad we could meet the needs of those who stopped by. Thank you
to all the volunteers who arrived to help with our distribution. While we were worried about the weather, even
though it was a little humid, it turned out to be a beautiful morning.
Our next pantry date is scheduled for Saturday 24 Sep.

Pancake Breakfast
On Sunday (11 Sep), following our 9:30am service, we will hold a pancake
breakfast supporting Magdalene Omaha. This ministry supports women who
have been victims of sex trafficking or who have fled abusive relationships.
Please join us for food and fellowship. All donations received will go to
Magdalene Omaha ministries.
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EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

Writing about environmental concerns from a Christian viewpoint has become increasingly difficult for me. Our
climate is most certainly changing and has been for several years – higher temperatures world-wide, insect and
animal extinctions, and extreme weather events around the globe, etc. All of these indicators are well documented
and publicized. Two years ago, a close relative argued vociferously that news of melting ice fields and icebergs
“was not proven to be true.” Well, can anyone doubt now that they are indeed melting and doing so at a
considerable pace? Can we agree that in many parts of the world, including the US, lives are being lost or severely
impacted by drought, flooding, wildfires, tornados, and record-breaking high temperatures? It was bad enough in
the 1930s, environmentally speaking, but one has to wonder if years of burning fossil fuels since then has brought
us to a crisis that will require a complete dedication to innovation, and yes, prayer that will hopefully save us from
unimaginable outcomes. Can the world’s people come together to solve the environmental problems we read
about and experience every day???
I quote from the summer issue of Cathedral Age Magazine ‘Our Best Hope for Humanity’ is a conversation
between Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Canon Historian Jon Meacham. They were focusing on the social
and political state of America, but it could have easily related to the environmental crisis as well.
Mecham: “We sit here at a particularly fraught hour in the life of the republic. … Trust in our capacity to solve
problems of common concerns through collective action is at a low ebb.”
Curry: “I think you are right, America has a soul, … its very heart, its essence is at stake. And the direction it will
take is yet to be determined. … We are in the midst of a storm”.
In his last response the Bishop likened the country’s actions to those of Peter who jumped from a boat and began
to walk on the water toward Jesus. When he shifted his focus from Jesus to focusing on the stormy water, he fell.
“eventually we’ll believe that there is the lightning, thunder, and the roll of the water instead of becoming that
shiny city on the hill”
What would Jesus do?
(the full article is available online Cathedral Age Magazine or at https://mydigimag.rrd.com/publication)

Planning End of Year Giving
As we begin to plan our end of year giving, did you know that those over the age of 70 1/2 must take required
minimum distributions from their SEP-IRA or SIMPLE-IRA, even if they have not yet
retired; and that these distributions are considered taxable income? To minimize the tax
due, you can make a contribution directly to a charitable organization (i.e. Church of the
Holy Spirit) from your IRA, of up to $100,000/yr, avoiding taxes normally due to this
income. For more information about how you might do this, please visit the IRS info page
by clicking here or by contacting your financial advisor.

Forward Day by Day
Did you know that Forward Day by Day has been published by the Episcopal Church since
1935? This daily devotional is published quarterly and is available by the Chapel and upstairs
in the Narthex. There is no cost to it, but donations are gladly excepted. Feel free to pick one
up and check it out.
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Vestry Meeting Minutes
August 18, 2022
Vestry Members present: Fr. Tom Jones, Ken Gomeringer, Kristi Smith, Lori Erickson, Judy Darrell, Leslie
Nutting, Michele Hagen, Cindy Pekarek. Also present: Marcia Adams, Treasurer and Carol McLaughlin, Recorder
Fr. Tom opened the meeting with prayer at 6:30 pm.
Teaching / Study
Chapter 2 of the book un.con.nect.ed was discussed. Fr. Tom posed the question “What is the difference between
an Outreach Event and an Outreach Ministry. During discussion, the following points were made:
An outreach event should provide an opportunity to re-connect with participants or recipients at the event by
means of establishing a relationship and securing contact information.
Notice of future events of interest can be given to those we have served.
Possible future events could be piggy-backed on another group’s event.
We could invite other groups to use our facility for their events which would give us an opportunity to make a
connection with participants at their event.
Contact information cards or flyers will be made to have available at events.
Discussed how and when contact should be made and who should initiate it.
INFORMATION / UPDATES:
The calendar for the upcoming month was discussed. One change was noted; the youth horseback ride has been
moved from Sept. 11 to Sept. 18. Also added on the 11th is the United We Walk, an organized walk around the
Tri-Faith Campus. Participants can visit churches, mosque and synagogue and learn about them, with music, food,
and speakers talking about diversity and inclusion.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Marcia Adams presented the financials.

Budget vs Actuals: YTD contributions are at 101%. This is due in part to some parish members who were behind
in their pledge obligations catching up over the past month. Total operating income is at 93%. Our gas bill has
leveled off, although still way over budget.
Changes in Equity: Some expenditures explained. Outreach expense included school supplies for Bellevue
Together. Rector’s Discretionary expense was for Achen’s farewell. Youth Activities expense was for FunPlex
tickets. Miscellaneous expenses under Building Fund explained. Also noted was the Endowment Fund went up
last month.
Balance Sheet: Cash assets $235,626. Net cash assets $230,529. Total available assets $653,931. We currently have
$5,097 in outstanding checks.
Motion M08-18-01: Michele moved that we accept the reports as presented. Judy seconded. Approved by
unanimous vote. Motion M08-18-02: Leslie moved to pay the bills. Lori seconded. Approved by unanimous vote.

Fr. Tom discussed the 2023 Budget – First Look. He explained how the 2022 estimate was calculated for the
remaining 5 months in the year. He thinks we will be approximately $3,400 in the hole for this year. Many of the
2023 budget expenses were calculated as a 3% increase over what was budgeted for 2022. This is just a starting
point and adjustments will be made as needed. Some individual budget items such as gas and snow removal and
outreach were discussed. We expect about a $4,000 increase in expenses next year.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Judy Darrell provided an update on the Parish Picnic on August 21. We have the pavilion at Everett Park. We
can’t rope off the area until that time, but we will place signs on the tables earlier to alert park goers that the
pavilion is reserved from 11:00 to 5:00. Extra tables will be taken to the picnic area; people should also bring lawn
chairs for seating.
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Stained Glass Window: 3 stained glass windows have been received, and Vestry can view these after the meeting.
There is one more window on order.
Parish Organist update: Our new organist began last Sunday. The Letter of Agreement was approved and signed
by new organist. The Sr. Warden and Clerk of Vestry also signed the agreement.
Possible Kidwell phone system update: Leslie is meeting with their rep next Wednesday August 24 at the church
to go over details of needs and use, billing, etc.
VPOD checklist and computer set-up: Fr. Tom stressed importance of following the checklist as many details are
still being overlooked. Went over procedure for computer set-up on Sunday mornings. We are getting a new
computer donated that will be simplify this set-up. He suggested looking into the possibility of hiring someone to
be responsible for doing this every Sunday as well as managing our online Social Media. We need to work to
improve on the quality and context of our online presence.
Annual pledge drive: Fr. Tom asked if a couple Vestry members would prepare a short statement to share
explaining why giving is important to them.
Eagle Project: Early impression is that they will propose some work at the back of the parking lot. They would
potentially build tiers that will help with erosion control, and provide a space for future plantings.
Other: Building committee reported on some windows upstairs that have broken latches and need to be repaired
or have the mechanics replaced, Pella will be coming to provide a quote on this.
DECISION ITEMS:
Oktoberfest: Tentatively scheduled for October 7. This date is subject to change.
Trunk of Treat: Halloween is on Monday this year. Last year we had the event on actual Halloween date and had a
lot more children than in the past. However, Sunday is more convenient for us. Vestry discussed and decided that
Sunday October 30 should be our Trunk or Treat date. Ideas for promoting the event were discussed. Fr. Tom
went around the table for additional items.
Kristi asked if we still have Women of Spirit or Men of Spirit ministries. Fr. Tom said they are not active anymore
although he would like to see them brought back.
Leslie proposed that blinds be put up in the Sacristy (Altar Guild) room. It would keep that room cooler in the
summer and possibly energy saving year-round. Leslie and Carol will look into the types available and costs.
Motion M08-18-03: Lori moved to adjourn. Ken seconded. Approved by unanimous vote. Meeting adjourned at
8:15 PM (?)
Next Vestry meeting will be Thursday, August 18 at 6:30 PM

Financial Report as of July 31, 2022
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

$
$
$
$

Actual
27,796.20
1,451.36
29,247.56
14,581.04

Budgeted
$ 16,704.42
$ 1,457.33
$ 18,161.75
$ 18,873.83
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YTD Actual
$ 116,496.10
$ 10,864.92
$ 127,361.02
$ 123,229.82
$ 4,131.20

YTD Budget
$ 116,930.92
$
10,201.33
$ 127,132.25
$ 132,116.83

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Sept 4 - No Sunday School
Sept 5 - Office closed to observe Labor Day
Sept 8 - Altar Guild Dinner & Meeting - 5 pm
Sept 10 - Ministry Team Leader Meeting - 10 am
Sept 11 - Pancake Breakfast - 10:30 am
Sept 11 - Tri-Faith Walk - 3 pm
Sept 15 - Vestry Meeting - 6:30 pm
Sept 17 - Vala’s Pumpkin Patch - 2pm
Sept 18 - Youth Horseback Riding - 2 pm

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

Sept 4

Sept 11

Sept 18

Sept 25

VPOD

Margie C

Cindy P

Judy D

Leslie N

Hospitality Team
9:30 am
Greeters ,Ushers &
Coffee Hour Host

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Jan S

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

LEM Saturday 5:00 pm

Alberta Y

Charlotte A

Kristi S

Charlotte A

LEM Sunday 8:00 am

Doug A

Rick S

Doug A

Rick S

LEM Sunday 9:30 am

Lex G
Lori E

Jennifer W
Vince C

Anika S
Terri S

Michele H
Margie C

Isaiah H
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Anika S
Vincent C
Evelynn C

Olivia H
Alex W
Tanner M

LEM

Acolytes

Crucifer
Torch
Torch

Please submit articles for the
October 2022 FLAME to the
church office by September 19th.
Thank you
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Regular Services:
Sunday:

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education: September- May
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 10:30 am
Bible Study @ 10:15 am
Journeys to Adulthood @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is September19th
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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