The Flame
December 2021
Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship.

Christmas at CHS
With our annual Thanksgiving Eve service and pie fest behind us, the greening of the church complete, and
the celebration of the 1st Sunday of Advent, as well, we know that Christmas is right around the corner. As we
give thanks for the waning pandemic, preparing our hearts for the holiday, let each of us set aside our worries,
the hustle and bustle of the season, and for a little while rest in the peace of God which surrounds us, coming
together during one of our holiday services to celebrate the good news of Emmanuel, God with us.

Services at 5:00pm, 7:00pm and 10:00pm
Christmas morning at 10:00am

Christmas Pageant
On Sunday, 19 Dec, during our 10:00am service, we will enjoy yet another fabulous presentation, by the youth of
our parish, as they tell the Christmas story in a blessed and slightly different way.
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits
It is hard to believe we are entering our 14th year together in service to our Lord. Time flies, as
they say, when you’re having fun; and I must admit, for the most part it has been a most
excellent journey. With the exception of the past 21 months, and dealing with the struggles
imposed upon us due to covid, I have truly enjoyed our time together, and look forward to
what the coming year has in store for us.
We have a lot to be thankful for. The opportunities and parish plans for what lay ahead are exciting. While
some in our parish family did get infected with the covid virus, we lost no one to its ill effects; and those who
did get infected, seem to have weathered the storm without prolonged health issues. We have welcomed new
members into our parish family, and found ourselves blessed by several Eagle projects last year, helping us to
not only maintain our parish facilities and grounds, but to make them more inviting to our neighbors as well.
Looking ahead, it is hoped that our upcoming trip to the Holy Land, by a number of our members, in so many
ways will be a life changing experience; that we will see the return of our youth mission trips to the Dominican
Republic and the Rosebud reservation; and that the hopeful expectation of increasing our community outreach,
will all provide us with a renewed feeling of excitement as we emerge from the pandemic.
This is not to say we do not have serious challenges ahead. The pandemic has taken its toll. Our volunteer base
has shrunk, a portion of our community has not yet re-engaged in the life of our parish, and some of the
changes these realities will require, may prove to be really challenging for some. Now more than ever, we need
to support one another as we struggle to find the right balance between our desires and what we are able to do.
I understand that not everyone will be as excited about the potential changes required restructuring may
impose, but I have faith that we will come through this better and stronger knowing we do so together.
The good news is that we do not have to deal with all this on our own. The Lord is with us, showing us the
way. My prayer is that we are able to see what it is the Lord is showing us, hear what the Lord is saying to us,
and the courage to go where the Lord leads us.

2022 Giving Envelopes
Those who requested envelopes for their monthly giving can pick them up at the Spirit
Hub. If you did not request envelopes, and now would, please let the VPOD know and we
will try to have them for you as quickly as possible.
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2022 Pledge Drive
As we wrap up this year’s drive, we are blessed that the financial uncertainty of the pandemic has faded and that
we saw a significant rise in next year’s anticipated offerings. The Vestry wishes to thank everyone who completed
a pledge card and let us know your estimate of giving for 2022. While our drive was very successful, unfortunately
we did not reach our hope of a balanced budget. Therefore, we are still expecting to
use some (although not nearly as much) of our ministry reserves to meet the
identified needs. If you have not yet completed a pledge card, or filled out our
online form, and wish to give in support of our shared mission and ministry, you
can do so by visiting our website at www.chsepiscopal.org and clicking on the
button in the upper right of our home page. Gifts may be offered incrementally
(weekly or monthly) or as a one-time offering.

2022 Service Times
Looking ahead to 2022, and in light of our two-service Sunday trial period, while returning to a single Sunday
service seems the most logical choice, our Vestry has agreed that an 8:00 am service should continue. However,
due to the small number attending, and the visual for a visitor being a largely empty sanctuary, it has been decided
that beginning in January our 8:00 am service will move to the chapel to allow a more intimate worship
experience, and that doing so will reduce the strain that adding back our second service has created on supporting
ministries. Also, under consideration by our Vestry, is a return to a 9:30 am Sunday service.
During our last Vestry meeting, a great deal of discussion surrounded the pros and cons of returning to a 9:30 am
service, with more pros than cons. One observation worth noting, is that with our shift to 8:00 & 10:00 am, both
our in-person and online participation has dropped nearly 20%. While some question whether-or-not we should
change to more easily accommodate our online participants, Fr. Tom noted that our online members account for
nearly 30% of our Sunday worship attendees, and that the bishop had laid out a diocesan expectation of
continuing quality online worship, both for our sick and shut-ins, and as an evangelistic tool as well.
Fr. Tom asked the Vestry to pray about this change before holding a follow-up discussion during our December
meeting, and to try and assess whether the change will truly be more helpful to our ministries as it is believed. We
recognize that changing service times again can be confusing, frustrating, and not all together welcomed, not only
for those who worship in-person, but for those who join us online as well. One reason is that where we were
once comfortable with 9:30 am, many have now grown comfortable with 10:00 am. Change is not easy and
should not be done just to do, but made with prayerful insight and hopes that go beyond the individual, serving
instead the wider community. Please keep your Vestry in your prayers and feel free to share with them any
insights you might have to help them in their decision making.

Last call for 2022 Grants
Each year our Endowment Fund offers a percentage of its earning as grants to parish
ministries. If your ministry could use a grant to try out something new, that is not currently
budgeted for, stop by the Spirit Hub and pick up a form (found in the Spirit Hub binder). All
grant requests may be dropped off at the church office so as to be submitted to the
Endowment Board by 15 Dec.
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Roof Completed
Our roof repair is complete. The team finished up and we have submitted the final
paperwork to the insurance company. Altogether, insurance paid all but our
deductible of $2500. The company we used was Thompson and Thompson
Roofing out of Plattsmouth. They did an excellent job and were both professional and excellent to work with.
Their coordination, on our behalf, helped make the replacement a reality. If you are in need of roof work, your
Vestry highly recommends Thompson and Thompson.

Water Leak Fixed
On the eve of Dcn Hank Austin’s visitation and funeral, a leak in one of our heating coils was
discovered. We had a significant amount of water in the bell choir room and running down
through the walls into our supply closet and chapel entryway. Fortunately, the water damage was
limited, none of the bells were harmed, and the repair to the heating system was not major. We
were blessed that the leak began during a normal workday and not overnight, or on a weekend.
Our HVAC company was out in a flash and did a superb job getting us back to 100%.

Tree Removal
As some of you may have noticed, the trees in the driveway circle have
been removed. The original intent was to have them trimmed, as they had
grown so wide, they posed a safety hazard to those pulling out onto the
street. However, as they were more closely examined, several dead spots
were noted and we were advised they would eventually need to be
removed. Instead of spending $700 to trim and then
later spending another $2000 to remove, the Vestry
elected to remove them at the same time we had the
company clearing out the hill at the back of the
parking lot. The trees were shredded, and the mulch
was spread out over the hill in an effort to reduce the
overgrowth that typically occurs in that area. The
Vestry’s plan is to replant flowering trees in this area
later next year (after we have had some work done to
care for the soil) and to encourage Troop Eagle
projects to add flowers and bushes to beautify the area.

DOK Care Packages
Special thanks to the Daughters of the King who put together our fall
college care packages. Lots of goodies, along with a
notecard, were sent to those members of our parish in
college or serving their first year in the military. Do you
have a youth member in college who did not receive a
package? If so, please
contact the office so that
we can ensure we have the correct address on file
for their Spring Care Packages.
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Parish Out Reach
Trunk or Treat
What a wonderful turn-out we had for this year’s Trunkor-Treat. Thanks go out to all who joined us in the
parking lot to offer a little joy (and sweets) to neighborhood and parish youth. This year saw our largest number
of neighborhood youth attend, likely because it was on
Halloween itself. Lots of kids (and parents) stopped by as
they made their way through the neighborhood. There were
games, with plenty of candy and prizes, a warming fire that
anyone could roast marshmallows for Smores over, and
generally pleasant weather (that is until the sun began to go down).

Laundry Baskets for Vets
We had really strong support for this year’s laundry baskets for veterans this year. We
collected a lot of needed items and received funding to cover the cost of 25 baskets.
When delivered, it was discovered the Moving Veterans Forward (MVF) shelves were
pretty empty. Our parish’s donation will go a long way in helping MVF help homeless
vets move into safe, and hopefully, long term housing. Thank you to all who gave and to
Nancy Baxter who helps coordinate this truly life changing ministry.

Thanksgiving Baskets
We did it! We surpassed last year’s drive and raised enough to provide 36 boxes
filled with food and a gift card, to help
bring joy into the life of a local family
in need. Thank you to all who made
this possible, and to Margie Crawford
(formally Guy) for coordinating this
part of our ongoing food ministry. All
boxes were delivered to the Bellevue
Food Pantry and the Eastern Nebraska Community Action Program
(ENCAP) in time for Thanksgiving.

Mobile Pantry
What a day. The weather, while brisk, seemed just right for last
month’s mobile pantry. The sun was shining, the wind was negligible,
and the volunteers were excited as our guests stopped by for one of
our last outdoor mobile pantries. We are hoping to move inside
shortly after the first of the year, where instead of handing out
pre-packaged boxes, we can return to individual items that our guests
get to choose from. Special thanks to Margie Crawford for
organizing our pantries and to the scouts of Troop and Pack 483
whose assistance is critical to our ministry’s success. Our next mobile
pantry is scheduled for Saturday, 11 Dec. Volunteers are asked to
arrive by 9:30 am and to enter through the Thomas Dr parking lot
entrance. Distribution will be between 10:00-11:30 am (or until the
food runs out, whichever occurs first).
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Parish Life
Holiday Craft and Bake Sale
It’s here! On December 4th, our Holiday Craft and Bake Sale will return to CHS
between 9:00 to 3:00; so, bake your goodies and join the fun! If you have Christmas
items for the popular Christmas Flea Market you can drop them off at the church
and put in the library starting Nov 28th. You (or maybe
someone you know?) are invited to contact Karen Gray
or the church office to reserve a booth to sell your
crafts in the Craft Sale. Stop by the Spirit Hub to sign
up if you can volunteer Friday to help with set up, or Saturday for a shift in the bake
sale or Christmas Flea Market.

Ordination
On Thursday, 2 Dec, our diaconal intern, Roy Phillips, will be ordained as a Deacon in the
Episcopal Church at All Saints Episcopal Church, beginning at 7:00pm. Roy invites members of
CHS to join him in the celebration of his new ministry.

Altar Bread and Presence Candles
Sign-up sheets for 2022 Altar Bread baking and Presence Candles are now in the
white book at Spirit Hub. Please remember to fill out the blue card in the front of
the book for your presence candle.

Advent Workshop
Advent is upon us early this year! The first week of Advent was November 28th! The Christian
education ministry opened our Advent craft workshop to all ages this year. After service on the
21st, we invited everyone to join in making some great crafts. There was a nativity scene in a glass
jar, a silly Reindeer magnet, coloring pages, and sturdy Advent wreaths available. We also provided
table place markers with an area for a name and what each person is thankful for at their
Thanksgiving meal.. It was fun to include everyone so we will do it again next year!

Thanksgiving Eve
Once again, we had a fantastic start to the Thanksgiving holiday with our annual
Thanksgiving Eve service, during which Terri Storm offered a most excellent
message. Afterwards we hung the church greenery,
preparing our space for the advent season, and then feast
on pie. As always, the assortment was tasty as families
each brought their favorite pie to share. Very few left
overs this year as so many stayed afterwards to share in
the festivities.
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Lock-in
After polling our youth group, many have made other plans for New Year’s Eve. In
place of our annual lock-in, Fr. Tom is offering youth 8-18 and evening of food and
fun to bring in the new year. Youth will gather in the parish hall beginning at 6:30
pm on New Year’s Eve for dinner. After dinner, there will be games, movies, and
activities until 12:30 am. Parents are asked to pick up youth no later than 1:00am.
Adult volunteers to help chaperone are welcome. A sign-up sheet can be found at
the Spirit Hub with available times listed.

Christian Education
A Christmas Surprise
By Jennifer Carter, Copyright 2019
Since it is Advent, we will prepare the way for Christ’s coming with a nativity play. This
year’s Nativity will be performed at the 10:00am service on December 19, 2021. Because
our Sunday School is small and very young, the church’s youth have agreed to help us fill in
the roles! All ages of kids are invited to join us even if they don’t come to Sunday School
regularly.
We will rehearse during Sunday School Sundays December 5th and 12th. Please join us at 11:00am when we
practice and create! We need adults to help with figuring out the set layout and props to use. We also need adult
volunteers to help on December 12th & 19th to herd kids and/or help with costumes. Please let me know if you
can help this month. Cindy 402-670-0575 cell; circlecnp@gmail.com On performance Day, December 19th, we will
also have a small party during coffee hour in celebration of a job well done.
There will be no Sunday School December 26 & January 2nd. We want our teachers to have time with their families
over the holiday break. Sunday School will resume on January 9, 2022. We wish all our Sunday School and parish
families a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
-Cindy Pekarek
Christian Education Director
Phone: 402-670-0575
Email: circlecnp@gmail.com
p.s. My office is between the elevators and the sanctuary on the 2nd floor. Drop by anytime on Sunday mornings.

Christmas Ministries

Dec. 24
5:00pm

Dec. 24
7:00pm

Hospitality Team 10 am
Greeters ,Ushers &

Ryan & Cacey M

Brian W
Lora C

Coffee Hour Host

Doug & Pam C

Bill F
Vince C

Nancy B

Altar Guild
LEMs

All Teams

All Teams

All Teams

Rick S
Terri S

Darius H
Michele H

Michele H
Lori E

Kyper M
Ailynn M

Vincent C
Evelynn C

Acolytes

Crucifer
Torch
Torch
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Dec. 24
10:00 pm

Chris D
Dean O

Dec 25
10:00 am

Sharon J
Deanne & Erin M

All Teams

EARTH CARE CORNER
By Virginia Babcock

A Sacred Pilgrimage
This title is from an article I read recently in a magazine published by the National Museum of the American
Indian. The article describes the travels of a group of Lummi Totem Pole carvers who were on a mission to
dispense more than 15 totem poles across the U.S. They went from their homes in Washington to places such
as New York City that have been affected by disasters or were in need of hope and healing, or were
experiencing threats to their cultural and environmental heritage. The totem poles went to 9 sites that hold
spiritual and cultural importance to Native peoples. These locations are presently threatened by natural resource
extraction and other environmental impacts.
So much of this pilgrimage story reminds me of the multiple journeys we know and reference in the Old
Testament. Ancient Hebrews were nomadic and moving about for many reasons. Many are the same reasons
First Nation people undertake their journeys today. Religious and cultural beliefs, even survival, are still often
the motivation for leaving homes in order to hopefully better one’s life or the life of the Tribe. It is estimated by
the UN, that in this year of 2021, there are no fewer than 80 million “forced migrants” in the world. The
jobless, homeless, stateless, fearful, hopeless. We might ask “Who shall feed and care for them?”
The Out of Eden Walk is a modern day journey of a Pulitzer Prize winning author, Paul Salopek. He is in the
9th year of a very purposeful 24,000 mile walk around the world, retracing our ancient ancestor’s journey out of
Africa to the tip of South America. He is usually accompanied by a camel or his donkey, Mouse (Biblical?), and
a camera man. His reports, printed in The National Geographic magazine ,are extremely revealing and
insightful. I end with these quotes from Paul Salopek in the November issue of the magazine.
“Antique walls are a feature of the Silk Road. While it is true that such medieval defenses kept armed nomads
and raiders at bay, the larger truth is the rich trading kingdoms of Central Asia rotted from within. They
succumbed to political and religious polarization, to sectarian fanaticism, intolerance, and anti-national purges,
and ultimately, stagnation. By 1200 Genghis Khan had walked right over them. Walls were monuments to policy
failure. Be careful what you lock in” - Paul Salopek
May our journeys in 2022 be ones of prayerful discoveries, true fellowships, and Christian love toward all of
God’s Creation.

Financial Report as of October 31, 2021
Pledged
Other Inc.
Total Inc
Expenses
Balance

Actual
$ 22,460.00
$ 5,092.00
$ 27,552.00
$ 15,761.79

Budgeted
$ 15,057.08
$ 1,532.25
$ 16,589.33
$ 18,666.75

8

YTD Actual
$ 146,748.70
$ 16,020.00
$ 162,768.70
$ 168,943.05
$ -6,174.35

YTD Budget
$ 150,570.83
$ 15,322.50
$ 165,893.33
$ 186,667.50

Vestry Meeting Minutes
November 18, 2021
Vestry Members present: Father Tom Jones, Cindy Pekarek, Linda Blinston, Judy Darrell, Leslie Nutting, Margie
Crawford, Terri Storm, Michele Hagen, Blythe Becker. Also present, Carol McLaughlin, recorder.
The meeting was opened at 6:30 pm with prayer.
INFORMATION / UPDATES:
Fr. Tom went over the upcoming calendar events for the next month.
Roof replacement: This is now complete. They replaced the two heating coils that were removed during the
roofing process however they are not hooked up yet as we need longer extension cords. We are waiting on the
check from the Insurance Company to pay the roofing company. We should owe only the $2,500 deductible plus
any overages not covered by insurance. Overages should be around $3,000.
Vestry discussed recruiting of potential new vestry members to replace the two whose terms are ending. There
are a few who have expressed interest but none have committed yet.
Covid trends are remaining stable, so Fr. Tom has discontinued printing the chart he was using to show the
trends. No changes to our current protocols are anticipated in the foreseeable future.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:
Pledge Drive Status: 105 pledge cards were sent out, and we have received 57 back with pledges. To date we have
received pledges totaling $199,733. Our goal was $184,299, and we only projected around $187,000. With these
pledges, with some additional expected, and taking into consideration the $11,700 in reserves, we are only in the
hole $270.
2021 Budget Review – Draft #5: Finance committee has reviewed and approved this draft. A few changes to the
income and expenses shown in red were discussed.
Vestry discussed whether or not to continue the 8:00 AM Sunday service. While the numbers do not warrant two
services on Sunday morning, it was agreed that we should try to keep the 8 AM if possible. An option presented
was to move this service to the chapel. This would benefit the altar guild as they would only have to move some
wine upstairs for the later service, and not do a complete re-set of the altar. It would also allow the choir and bell
choir to have practices upstairs during that time. There was also considerable discussion on whether to change
the 10:00 Sunday service back to 9:30, and what it would mean to the various ministries such as the choir,
acolytes, readers. The 8:00 chapel service option was approved, the change will be effective the first Sunday in
January. Changing the time of the second Sunday service from 10:00 to 9:30 will be decided after next month’s
meeting.
VPOD checklist. There have been a few occasions where lights have been left on, doors unlocked, sound system
still on, etc. Vestry is asked to be sure that the checklist is followed when they are ready to leave, and if someone
else is still using the building to notify them that they are responsible for closing up.
A draft copy of the 2022 Parish Calendar and Fundraisers was handed out. Members are to discuss these with
their ministries and report back with any changes or discrepancies.
2022 Grant Request forms are due by the 15th of December.
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DECISION ITEMS:

Our current organist was offered a one-year contract agreement letter. He will be paid $150 per Sunday,
regardless of the number of services. This agreement was approved and signed by Sr. Warden and Clerk.
Dio-Neb Faith Asking is $27,524 which is the amount we budgeted for. Motion M11-18-01: Fr. Tom moved
that we accept the Full Faith Asking. Michele seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously. Vestry also
agreed that we would pay this on a 10-month basis, taking off the months of July and August as we have in the
past. Form signed by Sr. Warden and Clerk.
Copier contract expires in 2022. We were offered a deal on a new copier if we sign a 5-year contract. This would
result in savings both in lease and copy costs. If we choose to keep our old copier we would sign a 3-year
contract, and costs would also go down somewhat. The savings with the new machine would be about $540 less
than what we currently pay per year. Keeping the old machine would save us around $700 per year. Vestry
discussed and voted unanimously to go with the upgraded newer machine in lieu of keeping our current copier.
A 2020 Financial Review (Audit) is scheduled to be completed the 2nd week of December.
Treasurer's Report: Blythe Becker presented.
Budget vs Actuals: Contribution income was at 98%. Total other income is 69%. Total operating income also
98%. She went over some of the budget expenses. Excess income vs expenses YTD is - $6,174.
Changes in Equity: Expenses reviewed and explained. The endowment fund went up in Oct by $13,081.
Balance Sheet: Cash assets are $219,358. Net cash assets $215,615. Total available assets are $694,288.
Motion M11-18-02: Cindy moved that we accept the reports as presented. Margie seconded. Approved.
Motion M11-18-03: Judy moved that we pay the bills. Leslie seconded. Approved.
FUND EXPENSES:
Date

Fund

Purpose

Expense

10/17/21

Journeys

Grocery items

98.40

10/17/21

Oktoberfest

Supplies

47.71

10/19/21

Funeral Fund

Plates

23.76

11/1/21

Oktoberfest

Supplies

58.32

11/1/21

Funeral Fund

Grocery items

108.88

11/2/21

Rector Discretionary

Financial Secretary

217.00

11/7/21

Funeral Fund

Grocery items

307.84

11/8/21

Building Fund

Tree Service

11/13/21

Outreach Misc

Siena Francis House

400.00

11/13/21

Outreach Misc

Laundry Bsk for Vets

298.49

Next regular meeting of the Vestry will be December 16. Meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm.
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3,300.00

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS!
Dec 3 - Set-up for Holiday Craft and Bake Sale
Dec 4 - Holiday Craft and Bake Sale 9-3
Dec 11 - Mobile Food Pantry - 9am
Dec 16 - Vestry Meeting
Dec 19 - Christmas Pageant 10:00 am
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Services 5, 7,10pm
Dec. 27 - Office Closed
Dec. 31 - Youth Lock-in
Jan. 3 - Office Closed

Lay Ministries Schedule
Ministries

Dec. 5

Dec. 12.

Dec. 19

Dec 26

VPOD

Leslie N

Linda B

Ken G

Judy D

Hospitality Team 10 am
Greeters ,Ushers &
Coffee Hour Host

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 1

Altar Guild

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Recycle Team

Marcia A

Lynda W

Karen G

Jan S

LEM Saturday 5:00 pm

Alberta Y

Charlotte A

Kristi S

LEM Sunday 8:00 am

Rick S

Doug A

Rick S

Doug A

LEM Sunday 10:00 am

Ken G
Lex G

Jan S
Anika S

Jennifer W
Margie C

Vince C
Michele H

Anika S
Olivia H
Eric G

Isaiah H
Vincent C
Evelynn C

William R
Kyper M
Ailynn M

Emily W
Olivia H
Eric G

Crucifer

Acolytes

Torch
Torch

Please submit articles for the
December 2021 FLAME to the
church office by November 17th.
Remember, Christmas is coming!
Thank you
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Regular Services:
Sunday:

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II *
Wednesday: 9:30 am Holy Eucharist *
Saturday:
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
* Broadcast live on Facebook

Education:
Sunday:
Wednesday:

Sunday School @ 11: am
(September-May)
Bible Study @ 10:30 am
Journeys 2 Adulthood @ 6:30 pm

Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday:
Friday:

9:00 am–3:00 pm
9:00 am–Noon

Rector’s Day Off:
Friday
The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska.
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline
for submitting news is November 17th.
Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org

Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org

The Flame
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal
1305 Thomas Drive
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973
402-291-7732
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