
  

 

Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit 

1305 Thomas Dr, Bellevue, NE 68005 

December 4, 2022 

9:30 am 

Second Sunday  of Advent 

Rite I 

WELCOME EVERYONE 
 
  

If you are our guest today, or are a member who has been away for a while, we are glad 

you joined us for worship today.  Please let us know you are joining us online by leaving a 

comment, or by emailing us so that we can say thank you. 

God Bless 
Fr Tom 

  CHS Office (402)291-7732 

  Office Email:  holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

  Fr Tom’s Email:  Frtom@chsepiscopal.org 

  Website:  http://chsepiscopal.org                
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The Holy Eucharist Rite I 

Opening Hymn                          Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                                      Hymnal 616                                          

Welcome 
Peace 
Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People:       And blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:   

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.  

Celebrant:   Lord, have Mercy 

People:       Christ, have mercy 

Celebrant:   Lord, have Mercy 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you  
People :      And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Let us pray 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach  repentance and prepare the way for our       
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming       
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and                
for  ever. Amen. 

Lighting of  the Advent Wreath 

The Liturgy of  the Word 

The First Lesson:  Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his  
dwelling shall be glorious. 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord 

People:        Thanks be to God 

Prelude                                                                                                                                     Organist: Julie Neish    
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Psalm  72:1-7, 18-19 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen. Amen. 

The Epistle:  Romans 15:4-13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the           
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice  
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ 
has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the    
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name"; and again he says, 

"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, 

"The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the   Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord 
People:        Thanks be to God 

Sequence Hymn                               Spirit of  the Living God                            CHS Songbook 10 

The Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 

Celebrant:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
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“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not    
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His    winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with    
unquenchable fire.” 

Celebrant:    The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Message                                   Fr Tom  

The Nicene Creed      [Please stand]  

Celebrant:  Please stand as we confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of  the People  [Please kneel or be seated] 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's church and the world. 

Almighty and ever living God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers and supplications, and to give 
thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire 
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continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do    
confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, especially Justin, the Arch Bishop of Canterbury; 
Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Scott, our Bishop; Tom, our Priest; Terri, our aspirant for the deaconate, that they 
may inspire and equip us to plan and work and pray for the growth of the Church. Grant that they may, both by 
their life and doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.  

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that, with meek 
heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of their life. 

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and every land, 
especially:  President Joe Biden, the Governor of the State, Pete Ricketts; and the elected officials of our individual 
communities that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world. 

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole     
creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor those who are ill, shut-in, 
hospitalized or recovering; especially  ___ are there others?  

And those with special concerns; especially ___, are there others?  and all those who, in this transitory life are in 
trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

We ask that you be with the poor and oppressed, the unemployed and destitute, especially those who are hungry, 
cold, and in need of our help; those imprisoned or held captive, especially those who struggle to survive; and all 
those who in this life face danger, violence, oppression, or degradation of any kind. 

We ask you to watch over all the members of our armed forces, especially those who are deployed, ____: are there 
any? and all their families, until they are once again reunited in peace. We also ask that you protect all those who 
are traveling and cannot be with us today, especially; _________ are there others? 

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, pray for _____; in the Diocese cycle of prayer, pray for ________, n the DR for 
___________. In the Parish Cycle of pray the ________for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

We give thanks for those who are celebrating birthdays this week, especially;  _____ are there others?  those who 
are celebrating wedding anniversaries this week, especially ________ are there others? and for those people and 
occasions that you name at this time: 

We also bless thy Holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear, especially _________ are 
there others? beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to 
follow the good examples of all thy saints that with them, we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom. 

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of  Sin 

Let us humbly confess our sin unto Almighty God. 

Minister and People 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
            maker of all things, judge of all men: 

We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
 which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
 by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
 provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 

We do earnestly repent, 
 and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
 the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
 the burden of them is intolerable. 
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Have mercy upon us, 
 have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
 for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
 forgive us all that is past;  

and grant that we may ever hereafter 
 serve and please thee in newness of life, 
 to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to all those who 
with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Minister may then say one or more of the following sentences, first saying 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and  
I will refresh you.    Matthew 11:28 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him should not   
perish, but have everlasting life.    John 3:16 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
1 Timothy 1:15 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the perfect offering for 
our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.    1 John 2:1-2 

Almighty God, whose will it is to hold heaven and earth in the peace of your kingdom, give peace to your church, 
peace among nations, peace in our homes, and peace in our hearts. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Amen 

Offertory Hymn                              O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                    Bell Choir      

Doxology                                                                                                                                          Hymnal 380v3 

The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.  
People:        And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:        We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant:    Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People:         It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Celebrant:   It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Sanctus                              Hymnal S129   

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 

https://www.bcponline.org/HE/offsenthe1.html
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The people kneel or stand. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only 
Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of     
himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious 
death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of 
this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, 
which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his 
blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most 
hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, vouchsafe        
to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we,     
receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in 
his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and 
living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be partakers of this Holy   
Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to 
accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord;  

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, 
world without end. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,  

The Lord's Prayer     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
  Forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:   Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:       There for let us keep the feast. Alleluia,  
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Celebrant and People     

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs  
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us 
therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his 
blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  

Facing the people, the Celebrant offers the following invitation: 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion                                                                                                                                               BCP 337  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and 
do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Blessing 
Announcements 

Birthday & Anniversary Prayers 

Going forth Hymn                      God of  Grace and God of  Glory                                Hymnal 595                                                   

The Dismissal                                                                                                                                            BCP 340    

Birthday Prayer:  O God, our times are in your hands:  Look with favor, we pray, on this your servant, as they  
begin another year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness, all 
the days of their life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversary Prayer:   O gracious and ever living God, look mercifully on these who have been joined together.  
Grant them your blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with fidelity and steadfast love they may honor 
and keep their promises and vows; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 

Birthday/Anniversary Prayers  

Birthdays:  

Lora C 

Kris G 

Alonzo S 

Kelsey B 

Mickael B 

Nic S 

Cynthia W 

Anniversaries:  

 

The Nave Presence Candle is given by Howard Tarleton in Memory of my dear Pat 

The Chapel  Presence Candle is given by William French in Thanksgiving for Kathleen French and in 
Memory of Vernon & Jean French, Earl McMillion and Bertha Mealy 
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This Week’s Highlights 

2023 Giving Envelopes: Those who requested envelopes for 2023 may pick them up at the Spirit Hub beginning 
this weekend. If you requested envelopes and do not find them, please contact Corey Hagen or Fr. Tom. 

Mobile Pantry: Our next mobile pantry is scheduled for Sat (10 Dec). This will be a drive through pantry.      
Volunteers are asked to arrive by 9:30am and enter through the Thomas Dr entrance. Distribution will be from  
10-11:30am (or until our food runs out). 

Women of Spirit: Next Saturday (10 Dec) we will host our First Annual Mocktail Recipe Share & Tasting       
between 2pm and 4pm in the parish hall. Bring your recipe, ingredients and blender if needed. Remember no   
alcohol. This event is open to all women of the parish 16 and older. 

Blue Christmas Service: On Sat (17 Dec) at 5pm, we will offer our first Blue Christmas service. Intended to 
help people look past their struggles to know the joy of the Christmas season, this service will include a guided 
meditation and eucharist. This service will be broadcast live on our Facebook page. 

Christmas Pageant: On Sun (18 Dec) during our 9:30am service, our youth will offer a special presentation of 
the Christmas story. There are parts for all ages. Please contact Cindy Pekarek if your child is able to participate. 
There will be a rehearsal Sun (11 Dec) in-place of Sunday school. 

New Year’s Eve Lock-in: Permission and Registration sheets are now available at the Spirit Hub. Our youth 
group (under adult supervision) will offer childcare for youth 3-9 years of age between 7pm and 1am. All parish 
youth, 10-18 are invited to arrive at 6pm (for dinner and instruction) and then to spend the night. Youth may be 
picked up on New Year’s Day at 9am (following the early service). 

Chaperones Needed: We are looking for volunteers to help chaperone our New Year’s Eve Lock-in. A sign-up 
sheet is located at the Spirit Hub. Volunteers can sign-up to help for 1 or more hours. We especially need         
volunteers to assist while offering childcare. 

Christmas Ornaments: We have a new tree this year and would like to decorate it throughout the Advent season 
with ornaments donated that include the family name and year you began attending CHS. Please one ornament 
per family. 

Calendars: Are you getting unwanted calendars in the mail? If so, bring them to church and set them by the  
Spirit Hub. Anyone can sort through them to find one you would like. Any available calendars will be handed out 
to our guests at the Dec-Jan mobile pantries. 

WEEKLY MINISTRY TEAMS 

Ministries  Dec 4 Dec 11 

VPOD  Kristi S Ken G 

Hospitality  Team 2 Team 3 

Altar Guild  Team 1 Team 2 

Altar Bread  Terri S Terri S 

LEMs 5:00 pm Alberta Y Charlotte A 

 8:00 am Rich S Doug A 

 9:30 am Lori E 

Margie C 

Ken G 

Michele H 

Recycle  Jan S Marcia A 

Acolytes  
9:30 am  

C 

T 

T 

Isaiah H 

Kyper M 

Ailynn M 

Anika S 

Vincent C 

Evelynn C 


