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Our ministry is to be a welcoming
place for all, where people meet Christ
and grow in their relationship with
God through our worship, our service,
and our fellowship. Building and
maintaining relationships with each
other is important in our walk as
Christians. Our goal is to provide
opportunities that strengthen and
grow our relationship in Christ with
those who are members of the parish
and those who live in the surrounding
community. As you’ll see, we have a lot
going on. All of our ministries are
supported by committed lay leaders
and the church membership.

LET US PRAY
Prayer for Discernment

Steadfast and searching God, continue
to strengthen us for the journey ahead.
Guide us as we look honestly at our
church, our own role in its history, and
our possible role in its future. We are
listening. Help us to hear your voice.
Where do you want us to grow? What
do you want us to learn? In the name
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

WELCOME
To Church of the Holy Spirit
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INVITATION TO A NEW RECTOR

We seek a faithful pastor with integrity and spirituality who will care for God’s people at

Church of the Holy Spirit and equip us for our ministries. We are praying for a rector who will

embrace us and our faith community as we practice fellowship, celebrate the sacraments, and

who will honor and serve the people in our community. Our search is for a rector whose life

reflects God’s teachings on a spiritual journey that joins with ours.  Our growth is essential to

the future and depends on the support of family, youth and children’s activities.  

Genuine pastoral care, compassionate, spiritual guide, and enjoys working with military

members, their families and youth of all ages. 

 Worship leader who enables us to connect with God through scripture, music, and

traditional and contemporary forms of worship. 

 Champion for families, youth of all ages, friends, and loved ones. 

Steward who understands and facilitates the maintenance of our building and grounds. 

Shepherd of the outreach opportunities within our community. 

We look forward to weaving together our sense of Church of the Holy Spirit’s future with a new

rector's gifts and passions, to plan our course of mission together. We are committed to

supporting a new pastor.

We seek a faithful pastor
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WORSHIP & LITURGY
At Church of the Holy Spirit

The 1979 Book of Common Prayer is the form and guide for services. Holy Eucharist is offered: 

Saturday at 5:00 PM in our Chapel

Sunday at 8:00 AM in our Chapel

Sunday at 9:30 AM in our Sanctuary

Wednesday at 9:30 AM in our Chapel.

Attendance at weekend services averages ninety worshippers. 

The “flavor” of our worship is orderly, but we appreciate humor, the laughter of children, and a

wee bit of innovation. We have strong lay participation in all our services.
       

The 8 AM Sunday service is held in the Chapel and is a Rite I service.

The 9:30 AM Sunday Holy Eucharist is held in the Sanctuary, Rite 2, with music and a

procession. Our CHS youth provide a crucifer and the torchbearers. Music includes piano/organ

accompaniment, vocal choir, and occasional handbell choir.The 1982 Hymnal is supplemented

with Wonder, Love, and Praise, plus the CHS Songbook, produced in the parish and including

favorite gospel hymns and songs. Incense may be used on festive occasions. Homilies are

offered by our Deacons, The Rev. Deacon Ted Powell, and the Rev. Deacon Terri Storm, as well

as our Rector. The service is broadcast on Facebook and is available as a recorded service on

our You Tube channel (CHS1305).

Besides the traditional Sunday services, we hold
a service at 9:30 AM Wednesday morning, Rite 2,
and 5 PM Saturday evening, Rite 2 with healing. 

Our final weekly faith offering is a service of
Compline held online Wednesday evenings at 8
PM. This service is conducted by our Journey to
Adulthood group. 

Serving our Parish: Serving within our

community takes many forms. We have a variety
of teams that do this or that, all working
together to share God's love with both members
and guests alike. Our ministry teams offer a wide
variety of ways for a person to use their gifts,
talents, and passions to meet the needs of those
people they serve because we know that if
someone is doing something they truly enjoy, it
is not just something they do, but part of who
they are.
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Acolytes: At Church of the Holy Spirit, we believe that the

foundation we lay early in life provides us with a structure to
build on and return to later in life. For this reason, CHS
encourages our youth to be active in the worship services of
our parish. Our acolyte program is one of several programs
offered at CHS that provides boys and girls nine years old and
older an excellent way to grow into their own ministry within
the life of the Church. While our youth comprise many of our
acolytes, this program is also open to adults (both young adults
and those who are young at heart) who desire to participate in
a ministry of service that helps lead the faithful in their worship
of God. Acolytes participate in all Sunday Services on a rotating
basis, approximately once per month. Acolytes may also
volunteer to serve at weddings, baptisms, and funerals, plus
other special liturgies. 

Lay Eucharist Ministers and Lectors: Lay Eucharistic Ministers

(LEMs) read the scripture lessons during the Saturday evening
and Sunday morning services and are licensed to help
distribute the wine during Holy Communion.  When serving at a
service, LEM's robe in white Albs and serve throughout the
entire liturgy: entering at the beginning of the service as part of
the entry processional, sitting in the chancel area throughout
the service, reading the assigned lessons and prayers, helping
to distribute the wine during communion at the altar, and then
exiting in the procession at the end of the service. Any member
of CHS, over the age of 16, is welcome to join this ministry team.
We are always glad to welcome new members.

Choir: Make a joyful noise! The choir sings regularly during our

9:30 AM Sunday Eucharist between Sep and May, and for
special liturgies during the year. This friendly group of folks
doesn't require auditions and will welcome you even if you
aren't an opera star! Rehearsals are held prior to the Sunday
service, from 8:45-9:15 AM in the sanctuary. Just come on up
and join them if you are interested.

Altar Guild: A volunteer group of the parish whose ministry is

to care for the altar, vestments, vessels, and altar linens of the
parish. Altar Guild members prepare the sanctuary for weekly
services, weddings, baptisms, funerals, and special occasions
and clean up afterwards. Altar Guild members frequently
supervise the decoration of the sanctuary with flowers.
Members work in teams that serve on a rotational basis. The
guild is open to anyone 13 years old and older. 

WORSHIP & LITURGY
Continued



Bell Choir: Music is a very important part of our worship. We are

blessed to enjoy the ministry of our adult and children’s bell choirs,
not only during the major events in the life of our community, but
also at other times throughout the year. Our Adult bell choir
practices most Sundays during coffee hour and on performance
Sundays. One does not have to be an accomplished musician to join
the bell choir, only a desire to learn and to give thanks to the Lord. 

Bread Makers: During communion, we offer homemade bread at all

our principal services. Using a recipe provided by the Altar Guild,
volunteers sign up to bake bread for a month at a time on a rotating
basis, bring bread to the church, where it is frozen until needed. This
ministry is one in which you can serve from the comfort of your own
kitchen and is another easy way for someone to become involved in
the life of our parish family. 

Greeters: First impressions are lasting impressions, and our greeters

are often the first people visitors and church members see at the
door before a service. They are there to welcome all and make
everyone feel comfortable. They do this with a cheery ‘hello’, sharing
information and directing people to various parts of the building. 

Ushers: This ministry is one of hospitality and service. Ushers greet

members and visitors in the Narthex and distribute a service bulletin
that provides our order of worship and the readings being used.
They are there to answer any questions about our service and to
guide newcomers as needed. During our Sunday services, in addition
to helping with our online broadcast, ushers assist in the liturgy by
taking up the weekly collection, bringing the bread and wine
forward, preparing the altar rail for communion, guiding
parishioners during communion and counting the offering. There
are generally two ushers at each service. Often couples or families
like to serve as ushers together. 

Coffee Hour Teams: This ministry provides snacks after our Sunday

morning worship so that both members and guests can get to know
one another, catch up on what is happening, and deepen their
relationships in Christ. We currently have four teams that provide
snacks and clean up the kitchen and parish hall following our
9:30am service. Working as part of a team, and on a rotating basis
(typically only once each month), we share in providing a variety of
snacks and in cleaning up the kitchen and parish hall afterwards.

WORSHIP & LITURGY
Continued
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Our clergy are committed to the pastoral care of our community, supported by our loving
ministries and lay leaders.

Lay Eucharist Visitors: While clergy are actively engaged in the pastoral care of our parish

membership during times of personal crisis, it is the work of our pastoral care teams (also
known as Lay Eucharistic Visitors) to help keep members, unable to be part of the day-to-day
life of our parish, connected to the community many have been part of much of their lives.
Supplementing, not replacing clergy efforts, our teams work with those unable to attend
worship, due to health reasons, feel they are still part of the community through regular phone
calls, visits, and the sharing of Holy Communion. 

Daughters of the King: Daughters of the King is an international lay order of women dedicated

to a life of prayer, service and evangelism. Here at CHS, our St. Margaret’s chapter maintains the
parish prayer chain and is active in support of parish outreach, in providing care packages for
our college students and first term military members, in sending note cards that celebrate life’s
events, and in helping keep the church pew materials neat and orderly. The Daughters of the
King chapter are also caretakers of the parish’s 27-foot square labyrinth and offers a Labyrinth
Day on a Saturday during Lent every year. New members are welcome at any time. 

Funeral Receptions: The pastoral care committee works with the priest when a parish or non-

parish member passes away. Once the family determines their wishes for the funeral, the pastoral
care commissioner plans for refreshments after the funeral service. This ministry is responsible for
calling volunteers to help with the reception. The food is primarily donated by church members
and is dependent on the time of the service and wishes of the family. Much of the pastoral care
budget is used for larger food items such as meat trays or additional food as needed.

PASTORAL CARE
We believe pastoral care is a shared responsibility.

8



Christian Education helps provide the formational foundation needed for spiritual growth

and is intended to guide our members towards a deeper understanding in, and relationship
with, God. To this end we offer a variety of options for all ages:

Adult Formation: Christian formation is a lifelong process of growing in our understanding

and relationship with God, ourselves, our neighbors, and all creation. CHS offers weekly Bible
study September through May on Wednesday mornings. During the summer months our focus
turns towards the study of other cultures and religions. 

Education for Ministry: This continuing education program offers instruction in the Old

Testament, the New Testament, Church History, and Theology. Sponsored by the University of
the South, classes are led by trained parish mentors who guide overlapping groups through
this four-year program between September and May. New groups are formed each September.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

YOUTH AND CHILDREN
Journey to Adulthood: This formational youth program incorporates learning opportunities of

both the church and culture for youth between 6th and 12th grade. Meeting on Wednesday
evening, during the school year, our youth, with the help of adult mentors, explore many
challenges faced as our youth mature both emotionally and spiritually. Using a building block
approach, this program helps our youth to understand how they fit into society and the wider
faith community. It also provides youth with the opportunity to understand and define the
faith that they can claim as theirs. 

This program offers youth many opportunities to exercise leadership and share their gifts and
talents through parish ministry involvement and service to others. Youth also participate in many
diocesan and national church events such as Camp, Mission Trips, and the national church’s
triennial Episcopal Youth Event. Our youth lead the Wednesday evening Compline service, as well.



YOUTH AND CHILDREN

Sunday School: Sunday mornings following the 9:30 service, we offer classes for children from

Pre-K through 5th grade. Our curriculum incorporates worship, scripture (bible stories), music,

hands-on learning, and teaching about the Episcopal Church. Our staff also provides seasonal

craft workshops for both youths and their families. Classes are held upstairs in the south wing.

New participants are welcome any time. 

Our Sunday school, in partnership with our Journey to Adulthood program, and supported by

many others, also puts on a Nativity Play in the month of December and offers Bible School

during the summer.

Continued



Stewardship: Stewardship is an important part of who

we are as Christians. Part of being a good steward is
using our resources in a way that brings glory to God
and caring for that which we have been given. This
includes the environment, the church building and
grounds, plus the ministry we share. One-way members
can contribute to our shared efforts to make a
difference in the world around us and to help share how
the good news of Christ changes lives, is to participate in
our annual stewardship drive. Each fall, our team works
with the vestry to identify the needs of both the parish
and community, help form a parish budget and engage
our members in meeting these needs through the
giving of their time, talents, and treasure. We then work
with the Vestry to finalize a budget and plan that uses
the resources wisely and in accordance with the biblical
principles of stewardship. Our ministry is expanding.
New members are welcome at any time. 

Vestry: The vestry meets monthly to both explore and

reinforce the many ways we can support, encourage,
and empower our many parish ministries, and to meet
their fiduciary responsibilities. New members are
elected to the Vestry each year at our annual parish
meeting.

Spirit Hub: A recent addition to our parish is our Spirit

Hub, where we feature a different ministry weekly and
provide education and connection opportunities to
those in our parish.  We encourage those in our parish to
engage with our weekly Spirit Hub host and sign up to
become involved in those ministries to which they feel
called. Members of ministries in our church have been
known to recruit others to join them.

Special events throughout the year bring our parish

family together and offer members a chance to share
something with friends and family who are not part of
our community. Besides our annual parish picnic, our
Oktoberfest and Valentine’s Extravaganza are two
favorites. We also host a Trunk or Treat, a night at the
Bellevue Berry Farm, a pie feast on Thanksgiving Eve,
and our annual parish meeting.

LIFE AT HOLY SPIRIT
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Here are a few of the ways in which we strive to do so:

The Mobile Food Pantry is held nine times a year. It’s a drive-through ministry and is held in
the CHS parking lot. Throughout the year, the Food bank for the Heartland's mobile pantry
comes to CHS. Anyone in need of grocery assistance is welcome to stop by for assistance.
Volunteers of all ages are welcome. Set up begins at 9:30 am with food distribution
occurring between 10:00 - 11:30 am on select Saturdays. 
CHS members volunteer for delivery assignments for Meals on Wheels.
CHS supports the Bellevue Food Pantry. Sarpy County residents may receive food Monday
to Thursday, distributed in downtown Bellevue. 

Support and Assistance to Special Populations:

Moving Veterans Forward assists homeless veterans with material assistance to move them
toward self-sufficiency.
Bellevue Senior Community Center
Bellevue Food Pantry
Magdalene Omaha is a ministry for survivors of sexual violence, abuse, and trafficking. It was
started by Rev. Teresa Houser, a deacon of the Diocese of Nebraska. 
Youth Emergency Services (YES) provides housing and services for youth in crisis.
Plus supporting Eastern Nebraska on Aging with Thanksgiving boxes and Bellevue Together
with gift tags for kids at Christmas. 

OUTREACH AT HOLY SPIRIT
Serving the needs of the community is part of who we are and what we do.
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Another way we serve our neighbors is by opening our parish facilities to several community
and local groups for their activities and meetings. Our parish hall is also used throughout the
year by both our neighbors and parish members for special family functions. Some of the
groups that regularly meet at CHS include:

AA (Alcoholic Anonymous): We have two groups that meet in our parish hall. One group
meets on Mondays from Noon until 1:00 pm and another on Tuesday evenings from 6:00-7:00
pm. AA is a nonprofessional, self-supporting, multi-racial, apolitical organization and anyone
who interested in doing something about their drinking problem is invited to attend. 

Al-Anon provides a safe place where people who are worried about someone with a drinking
problem can come to find support and answers. We have two groups that meet at CHS; one on
Wednesdays from Noon until 1:00 pm, and the other on Wednesday evenings from 7:30 until
8:30 pm. Al-Anon is a mutual support program for people whose lives have been affected by
someone else’s drinking. 

Scouting America Troop 483 is sponsored by the church and has been meeting in our parish
hall on Monday evenings from 6:00-7:30 PM for many years. Scouts participate in four of the
nine Mobile Food Pantries at the church and assist in our Spring and Fall Clean-up efforts. New
scouts are always welcome. 

Cub Scout Pack 483 holds their monthly committee meetings in the parish hall the second
Tuesday evening of the month beginning at 7:15 as well as various Pack functions. The Pack
holds its Den Meetings weekly at the nearby Twin Ridge Elementary School on Monday
evenings from 6:00-7:00 pm. The Pack participates in four of the nine Mobile Pantries at the
church and assists in our Spring and Fall Clean-up efforts. 

Green Bellevue are people coming together to work, with the support of our city leaders, to
promote a more beautiful and environmentally friendly community. Green Bellevue helps
individuals and groups undertake programs to enhance neighborhoods, preserve our natural
resources and foster stewardship of our environment. 

Missions and Pilgrimages
Dominican Republic (DR): The Diocese of Nebraska has an ongoing relationship with
missions in the DR and has ongoing trips to assist with needed projects, including labor for
refurbishing chapels, churches, and church grounds.
Parishioners have participated in trips to the Holy Land and are planning a pilgrimage to
early Scottish and Irish abbeys and other religious sites. 
Youth Mission Trips to South Dakota reservations offer work assistance and Vacation Bible
School for reservation children.
CHS youth traveled to visit Noah’s Ark and the Creation Museum in Ohio and Kentucky. 

OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS



FINANCIAL HEALTH
We are in a stable financial position through careful management and committed stewardship
of our assets during the last decade. We have continually contributed our full Diocesan asking,
and through generous donations and careful management we have seen those assets grow.
We are confident that we can continue to grow our assets and maintain a consistent state of
financial health. 

14



The mission church of “The Church of the Holy Spirit” (CHS) had its first meeting on July 2, 1961,
in the historic Presbyterian Church in downtown Bellevue, NE. with a congregation of 177 in
attendance. The use of the building and the insurance were a gift to the new congregation.
The congregation would be responsible for any changes to the Sanctuary and recurring
expenses. In April 1966, construction began on a new church on the present day site. The first
service in the new building was Christmas Eve, 1966. The Sunday School wing was added in
1979. In 1976, CHS went from mission status to a parish.

Over the past 63 years CHS has had six full time priests, several associate priests, interims, and
deacons. The church was active in the diocesan intern program, many who went on to
seminary and became ordained. Two of our priests have served CHS for 12 or more years before
retiring.

CHS is close to Offutt AFB. Many of the people in our congregation are active duty or retired
military personnel and their families. Most of our congregation live in the cities of Bellevue,
Papillion, or Plattsmouth.

CHURCH HISTORY
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Bellevue (French for "beautiful view") is a suburban city in Sarpy County Nebraska immediately

south of Omaha. Established in 1822 as a fur-trading post, it is the state’s oldest settlement and

was an important missionary center and agency of the Otoe, Pawnee, and Omaha tribes. It

moved its site in 1835 to the bluffs overlooking the river valley and became a center of trade

between the eastern and western United States. The state’s first newspaper, the Nebraska

Palladium, was published there in 1854. It served as county seat from 1857 to 1875. An 1830s log

cabin and the Fontenelle Bank, once used as the city hall (1856), are preserved. 

Bellevue is part of the Omaha-Council Bluffs metropolitan area and had a population of 64,176

as of the 2020 census, making it the 3rd largest city in Nebraska. It is bounded by the Missouri

River, the Platte River, and Papillion, NE. Highway 75 runs North/South through the city. The

Bellevue schools are noted to be very good. Bellevue is the home of Bellevue University. The

largest employer in the area is the United States Air Force at Offutt Air Force Base.  Bellevue’s

economy is now based on military services, defense contracting, printing, and the manufacture

of wool products. 

BELLEVUE & ITS ENVIRONMENT

Omaha was founded in 1854. Omaha has always been a dynamic, energetic city continually

transforming itself. Whether it was the Native American Indian tribes, pioneers, railroad

laborers or meat packers, everyone who came to call Omaha home helped shape its current

cultural diversity, hard work ethic, and friendly demeanor. Named after an American Indian

Tribe, Omaha means "Those going against the wind or current." Omahans proudly continue to

live up to the name. 

Omaha is the largest city in Nebraska, and the 42nd largest city in the United States. The

metropolitan area is home to over 900,000 people who welcome visitors with open arms and

authentic Midwestern hospitality. The city has one of the lowest unemployment rates in the

country, 3.1%. Gender ratios are 99 males to 100 females. Nebraska was ranked the 5th most

affordable state to live in by US News and World Report.
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THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEBRASKA
The Episcopal Diocese of Nebraska is made up of 52 churches located all over the
Cornhusker state (77,000 square miles), where diverse communities of people gather to
encourage and support each other in worshiping Jesus, nurture each other through good
times and bad, and reach out in service to the larger world. We are part of the larger Episcopal
Church, which is in turn a member of the world-wide Anglican Communion.

“Our Nebraska parish families are diverse —each local church a treasured member of the larger
body of Christ. Those of you who work and travel throughout our state have some sense of the
astonishing variety of church communities that dot our landscape from Chadron to Falls City,
from Creighton to Kimball. Our churches are set in bustling urban neighborhoods and on
quiet, small-town back streets. We're in big, fancy, stone structures, and tiny, humble, pioneer
meeting houses. Our members are men and women, young and old, and hail from dozens of
ethnic and racial groups. We inhabit every possible rung on the socio-economic ladder, we
identify as gay, straight, bi-sexual and transgendered and we will vote on November 4th for
candidates of every conceivable political persuasion. It would be a mistake —more accurately I
would say a betrayal—to imagine that we are alike. We are not all alike. We are rather a quite
wonderful cross-section of the diversity of God's much greater and much beloved human
creation. " - Excerpt taken from Bishop Barker's opening address at the 2014 Annual Council

Bishop of Nebraska The Right Reverend J. Scott Barker                                   

Diocesan Website: www.episcopal-ne.org
Diocesan Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/dionebraska
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STAFF

The Rev. Deacon
Ted Powell

Rev. Deacon Theodore
R. Powell coordinates
the Acolyte Ministry,
Hospitality Ministry,
Mobile Food Pantry,
Bellevue Food Pantry
and Veterans Home.

The Rev. Deacon
Terri Storm 

Rev. Deacon Terri Storm
is Daughters of the King
Chaplain for all events.
She coordinates Lay
Eucharistic Visitor
Ministry, Website /
Advertising Ministry,
Public Relations/Press
Releases, Bellevue
Together and Victory
apartments.

Christian
Education Director

Cindy Pekarek

Parish
Administrator

Jean Cook

Parish Organist
Grace Roby

Senior Warden
Cindy Pekarek 
Junior Warden

Judy Darrell
Treasurer

Marcia Adams 
Clerk

Patrick Howell 

VESTRY 2024
OFFICERS

Marcia Adams, Co-chair 
William French, Co-chair

Charlotte Austin 
Vince Cummings Jr.

Rick Horejs 
Patrick Howell 

Carol Schlismann 
Alan Wyant

SEARCH
COMMITTEE

If you are interested in continuing in discernment alongside our Search
Committee, please contact the Transition Minister: 

The Rev. Canon Liz Easton, Canon to the Ordinary
402.341.5373 (office) leaston@episcopal-ne.org
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Lori Erickson 
Rick Horejs 
Barb Smith 
Kristi Smith
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