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On Friday, October 17th, our parish came together for theanticipated return
of Oktoberfesfi and what an night it was! The evening featured five lively rounds of bingc
[ paired with five delicious rounds of food and drink, keeping spirits high and stomachs full

& Father Bob took the mic as our bingo caller, delighting the crowd with his wit and cheer.
Despite one minor technical hiccup, he kept the energy rolling!
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This tradition continues thanks to the incredible efforts of our dedicated volunteers. With Father Tom and
Sharonds departure, many stepped up to ensure th
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fMarcia led the kitchen crew with support from Je
Pam C., and Lori S., serving up a feast that left no
hungry.

{Kristi S., Leslie N., and Alan W. transformed the ! ¥
with festive table setups and décor. e

{Each round of bingo featuring seasonal beers anc
nontalcoholic options, served by Ryan M. and his
fantastic pouring team.

And | etds not forget : “was
filled withgoodieB almost every attendee wallgs
away with a prize!

Thank you to everyone who contributed their
talent, and heart to make Oktoberfest 2025 a
success for all that attended.

Thanks,
Casey




Tidbits
Dear CHS Family,

| feel so blessed to be your Rector! | have already fallen in love with Bellevue. | f
DioNeb so enriching as a diocese and know that | am in a place with a strong fo
of faith. Bishop is a strong spiritual leader who | am looking forward to ministerin
Please know | am here for you as your rector, your priest, your pastoral minister
spiritual guide. You may call me anytime you would like to discuss something, ha
pastoral need, explore the Church more deeply, or just to talk or for me to visit. My cell is5@210) 904

| am a lover of poetry and | want to share with you perhaps, my favorite poet; Malcolm Guite. He is

Anglican priest in England. He has many books of poetry for all the seasons of the church year. He

for the Feast Day of All Saints. To use it he only asks for a cup of coffee! Enjoy!!
A SONNET FOR ALL SAINTS DAYS

BY MALCOLM GUITE
Though Satan breaks our dark glass into shards

Each shard stild]l shines with Christéos
It glances from the eyes, kindles the words

Of all his unknown saints. The dark is bright

With quiet lives and steady lights undimmed,

The witness of the ones we shunned and shamed.
Plain in our sight and far beyond our seeing

He weaves them with us in the web of being

They stand beside us even as we grieve,

The lone and left behind whom no one claimed,
Unnumbered multitudes, he lifts above

The shadow of the gibbet and the grave,

To triumph where all saints are known and named;
The gathered glories of His wounded love.

ref |

Office Closings

The office will be closed November 1: (VETEs
to honor our Veterans B

The Office will be closed

November 27th & 28th for go%{/

Thanksgiving




Deacons Corner

"O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good! for His mercy endures forever.”
- Psalms 107:1.

This verse reminds us of Godds eternal
to His enduring kindness and mercy. Reflecting on His unchanging character inspires
helping us focus on His blessings rather than temporary challenges. Withone adatbr,
we had some temporary challenges rece
feeling that we were oOout in the wild
things the answer was usually owait wunt. t

And now we have been blessed with a wonderful new priest. Welcome Mother Margaret!!! We give th
that we found you and that you accepted the challenge. | had the privilege of talking with Mother Mar

anks t
paret e

in October. She is a warm, caring, loving person who is full of the Holy Spirit. The search committee glid a gr

job in finding our next priest and rector and | look forward to working and, more importantly, worshipp
her. Being able to bring the Word of God and the Body and Blood of Christ through the Sacraments i
absolute highlight of the week for me.

Express your thanks for a new priest through

not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, prese
requests to God. o6 It teaches people how i mpor
through prayer strengthens the connection with God and makes people's lives more peaceful and ha

ng witl
5 the

pr a
nt your
t an
ppier.

you are sitting down at the dinner table this Thanksgiving (or anytime) think of all the things that you gre thal

for and praise the Lord for them. Responding with gratitude urges Christians to use their blessings fo
to grow spiritually and to further His kingdom.

Happy Thanksgiving!!! Deacon Ted

His gl

Hello Fall at CHS!

Our activities and time together slowly ramps up between now and the coming of Chri
October we have been together at the O
year, but | will try again! We gathered for a fun afternoon of Trunk or Treat. | loved see
many people turned up to host their trunk, games inside,-apftesstdown! The kids | have
talked to, had a GREAT time! 1tés a mo
our neighbors. In November, we welcome Mtr Margaret witHacppThanksgiving Eve
service & pie, and our Advent season are all coming up. Join us! Come and join the lo
with our community!

Change of Guard

The | ast weekend of October we celebrated Fr.
pet blessings, visitations, and sunny disposition he has brought to us. We had a cake in his honor, a
as many as we could, and a O6death by chocol at

congregation going forward.
Welcome Mtr. Margaret Brack

After a lot of work by the Search Committee and many, many prayers, the Vestry has called Mother
Brack as our new Rector! We welcomed her with a potluck to show our love. (Episcopalians love to
continue to show how our congregation wel come
Brack. Mtr. Margaret will bring a vitality and excitement to our life as a parish! She is a great musicia
with gifts of God galore! | look forward to the seasons of fellowship and love we will walk through as

Yours in Christ, Cindy Pekat®k Warden
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Robert ds d&PariodiclPlatituges from Fr. Bob

By now you know the Rev. Margaret Brack is our next Rector of The Church of the H
| wrote this article after meeting and visiting with her, before the announcement was
am delighted that Mother Margaret is coming to CHS! She has vast, diversified and
rounded experience in many areas of ministry, not least of which being an accomplis
cian, liturgist and artist. Margaret and her husband Jim are talented singers, both ha
choirs. They are parents of two grown sons and a daughter. Approachable and compiE=s
Mother Margaret is wejlalified for pastoral care. A gifted communicator and preacher
also is involved in prayer, healing ministries, outreach and education. Coming from a military backgjound,
family members who have served in the U.S. Air Force, | believe she will be a good fit for our parish gnd its ¢
all culture. Mother Margaret begins her minis|try
their crossountry move from Maryland!

When she starts | will-tbaeeameSepphvedPaBEedCOVEORNt &
withoutafut i me rector for four months after Fathe T
happened. | didndét count down the days with alny
wi || miss it. The chief operational di fferlenc
is that she is fulime and lwas parti me. (at my request) Her o&callld e
manent position. My Ocalld here, by its very |nat
trative responsibilities and | had none. (again, at my request) The Church of the Holy Spirit-heedsea-fyll

tor in order to advance the ministries enjoyeld d

drive, energy, depth and vision to devote to the level and scope of ministry which is needed here and|take u:
the future. It has been a joy and privilege to serve with you during this transitional time. Everyone hag been \
kind to Carol and me. Thanks to the vestry, wardens, staff and many other  volunteers who willingly} cheer
and selflessly serve at this special place. If we were looking for a church, this is where | would want|to be!

With gratitude and upcoming holiday wishes, Father Bob

Stockings for Service men & women

Our stockings for service people will ship out the first week in November. Thanj
generosity of our parish and with the help of so many willing hands and hearts
able to make over 25 stockings this year. We only needed 21 for this year, butis %
us a head start on next year. This year the stockings are headed to the USS E#,

We hope to start earlier next year. Maybe Christmas in July for the sewing? We ... .n 55 g
be looking for military that need to know they are thought of at Christmas, so if you have family or just know
someone who can help let Kristi Smith or Jean Cook know.




The 158 Annual Council

October 2225, 2025 was the ¥58nnual Council for the Episcopal

Diocese of Nebraska. Clergy and laity from across the state in Om
part of our canonical requirements and to learn, worship and have
fell owship. Herebds a |little i

Thursday evening many picked up their registration packets, had a
dinner, listened to a short presentation by artist Littleton Alston (cre
the sculpture outside of All Saints and will be unvelllng one atthe
Cathedral soon), and participated in a very moving Evensong at thes
Cathedral. '

Friday offered Centering Prayer and Eucharist (featuring our first e
Council Choir) again at the Cathedral. Afterwards we moved to HOJS
Hall on the campus of Clarkson College and began the Council me
The Bishopds Address introduced 0
Nebraska and announced that the biggest Vocation Inventory Retreat ever will take place this year as part o
people continuing to discern their call to ordained midistrge from the panhandle! We were also reminded
that this year marksthed®dnni ver sary of permanent deacons in N
long! He also talked about the painful decision to close the church in DeWitt, but by the Grace of God, the st
of that building and other property funds are available for other ministerial uses. Also, the buildings will be u
to serve the communities in some of the best ways possible.

The Bishop also shared exciting happenings around our diocese including Bishop Marian Budde of Washinc
coming to Nebraska 12/11/25.

Bi shop Barker also commented on hi
for Baby Bishops. o He i s excited

cause a few calendaring issues.

S appoint ment
about this rol
He concluded with great appreciation for the work in our diocese from all of us. As usual, it was moving anc
invigorating.

The Canon gave her address as well. Her address pointed out the addition of Holy Hosts church as new to
Council with representation. This is the parish
introduced two people who had been ordained since the previous council and one who will be ordained soor

She continued by thanking the search committees
for their work in finding our new priests. She

Fr. Tom Jones and Mthr. Stephanie Swinnea were recognized for their
retirements. Fr. Tom was noted as having the longest tenure of any priest in th
diocese in one parish.

(‘, We then heard many short presentations:

*Bishop Kemper School for Ministry :The new dean presented. There are 45
people currently enrolled. Courses for those on ordination track as well as laity
*Erasing Medical Debt started at St. Andrewds: 3
erased!!!! 3,958 people, mostly in rural communities, benefitted

*Camp Canterbury is looking for counselors for Jily 13026

*The Benedictine Way which has monastics, oblates, online centering prayer reaching 19 states, Young Adt
Residency and open prayer TueEdagpy

*Partners in PilgrimadeSpring 2027

We continued with the financial reports. Beth Byrne, the diocesan Director of Finance, did an amazing job a
explaining each portion and kept it entertaining. She covered the Diocesan expenses, the Board and Truste
expenses, and the Clarkson Foundation expenses. The budget for 2026 was passed.
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The Bishopds Cross, given annually to one clergy
Trinity Cathedral and Beth Byrne, Director of Finance. Both presentations were moving and seeing the hum
shock on both of their faces is something I wonbod

Saturday morning the various delegates for 2027 General Convention and other positions were announced t
on our votes the previous day. We ended with an
Boesenberg. She discussed Matthewds Community:
November, the Gospel |l essons wi || |l argely be com
be guiding many preachers in taking a new, more insightful perspective in their sermons.

The meeting ended promptly (because there was a footbdl@artdaskers!) with the announcement of next
year ds Counci |l : -245c 2t0t2s6b | u fIff @ontyooneer 1252 i nt er est e
Council, please let Mthr. Margaret or a Vestry person know. We will be voting on delegates at our Annual
Meeting.

Mobile Food Pantry

While our September Food Pantry had beautiful weather, the turnout was not as___
we would like. Still we were able to give fresh grapes along with the usage freshi:
boxes.

Our next pantry is November 15th, please let those in need know.

Thanksglvmg Baskets

Our annual ingathering for Thanksgiving Baskets will end the second week in November. T

5 year Marcia Adams and Jen Caskie have volunteered to keep this vital ministry going. As
&’ al ways, please note oThanksgiving Basket
envelopes

l.}mn.labwu
Food Baalxis I

Pari sh Life

Christian Education

Deacon Ted has completed his series |
Men. 6 What a great way to review the
appreciated how engaged my students were and | hope to be able to teach anothers“Rﬂ?ﬁf‘éﬁ‘L‘a‘)‘,“g

Baptism:

Christmas Holiday Bake & Craft Fair:

Our Christmas craft and bake sale is right around the corner on December 6 from 9am e
Bring used Christmas decorations for the Flea Market. Cookies etc for Bakefais Friday CuRiSTﬂ\ﬂS
December 5th from 8am to 4pm. To reserve a table for your own craft see Karen Gray. " #: 3
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Pet Blessing

"You've had too many vet bills in the past yéaur.need some Jesu3His is
what Molly Storm said to her cat, Kai, as he fought her to get into a carr &
drive to CHS's Blessing of the AnimMslly and Kai joined six dogs, two
guinea pigs, one other cat and 10 humans October 5th on the church lagg
this event.

This annual event is celebrated by many Christian churches on the day
Church celebrates St. Francis of Adsisi.a reminder and recognition that B8
animals are more than part of our families, they are part of God's
creation.Further, we are reminded that God appointed humans as the st
over all living thing3\Ve repent for the times we have failed and ask for st
to do better.

After the short service, humans and pets alike enjoyed some treats. Ne :
Blessing of the Animals should be October 4, 2026

Hill Restoration

The dirt piles are gone! We hired Gregg Drelicharz of-R&t&s
Enterprises to restore the hill on the East side of the parking#
Our neighbor had dug out the hill to do some tree work in h
backyard. Gregg refilled the hill & put down grass seed wit
straw mat to hold everything in place. Thank you to Chris D
Dean Olander, and Judy Darrell for helping me figure out hc
restore the hill and getting the job done.

-Cindy Pekarek, Sr. Warden



Trunk or Treat

Church of the Holy Spirit once again opened its doors to the community with our anmnaad Tneatkevent.
Dozens of children from our church and the surrounding neighborhoods gathered to dress up, play games,
enjoy time together. Thank you to all the volunteers who-hehpetler that was outside at a decorated trunk,

or inside running the carnival games. We hope you can join us for the fun again next year!




Youth Activities

Youth Group

The youth had a great time at Skate City as their September Outing. T
parent's enjoyed each other's company while the youth skated.

"/ > : Our youth group also went to the Belle

¥ was welcome to attend the bonfire! The E
#J| youth kids got free admission and a ‘
J§ Haunted Hayrack Ridé&. was a
beautifulevening of frights and friendshig

Journeys

Journeys is mulgear spiritual formation program for youth in gradiea
that focuses on self, society, and spirituality. It uses Bible study, pra

: . o A . s -
of passage, and service projects to help youth explore their faith am} (%” 'ﬁ ﬁ &

for adulthood in a Christian community.

In October they started thinking about Christmas and just for fun bui
some o0gingerbreadd houses

Advent Workshop:
*&XO\/ENT

Every year we hold an Advent Workshop to help us get ready for the birth of Christ. This yei",,

November 23, right after the 9:30 service. We will have the makings of your own wreath, a | l K

craft readings to take home, and Judy Darrell has is adding a craft for the adults this year. &

Nativity Play:

Families of CHS, we will start rehearsals for the Nativity Play on November 30th,
: ”r—i‘ 10:45am (during Sunday School). PLEASE contact Cindy or Jean and let us know if yt
i WP U child can participate. We want everyone! The Nativity Play will be at 9:30am Decembe



N ovember notes from the Church Administrator

As November comes around, we start getting ready for Christmas. We also start looking at théenbavgear.
opportunities available here at the church to donate a presence candle for the sanctuary or chapel, also to h
provide the bread we share during communion.

The presence candle is kept lit all the time in the area known as the tabernacle to announce the pres
of the reserved Holy Sacraments. Those wanting to sponsor a candle either for the Chaple or Sanctt
for a month can sign up in the white book at the Spirit Hub. Please also fill out a blue card found in tt
back of the book to let us know if you are doing so in thanksgiving or memory of someone. The
customary donation for a candle is $25.

As you know the Church of the Holy Spirit is able to serve real bread instead of wafers.
thanks to our many parish bakers who volunteer to bake the bread for us to sharaiprhe
sheet for 2026 is now in the white book at the Spirit Hub. The recipe is on the bulletin bc
the offices.

Y
N

As we are talking about bulletin boards, there is a board just to the right of the door to the office and chapel \
There are many things posted and we do try to keep it up to date. It is worth a look every week or two.

Last, but not least, your 2026 liturgical calendars are in. They can increase your interest in and understandin
Church year and observances. The suggested donation for these is $2.

Collect for Busyness

Lord Christ, who brought light and wonder to this world, Calm our hearf§s so
we can hear you. Help us walk in your presence through this busy timejof year.
In Jesus' name, Amen

FINANCIAL BEFOBT

o= o - - - - - O O S O S S O S S O S S O S D S S S O S D S S S S S S S S S e e

: Financial Report as of Septembe:r 3
I Act ual Budgeted YTD ActualYTD Budget

| I

I Pl edged$ 23,906%$50D8, 297. 58 164, 446$ 00 164, 678. 25
: Other I&ec. 1,498.382,394.%7 21,528.07 21,5:;2.0(
I Tot al I$c 25, 399%$ 380, 692. 2% 185, 969%$ 07 186, 239p. 25
I Expense$% 16, 985$621, 126. 88 161, 713%$26 190, 14" .50
: $ 24,225.81 :

o o .



Vestry Meeting Minutes
October 16, 2025

Present:Cindy Pekarek, Judy Darrell, Brian Caskie, Barb Smith, Vince Cummings Jr., Rick Horejs, Marcia
Adams, Jenn Moffett (Recorder)

Excused: Patrick Howell, Margie Guy

Opening Prayer

The meeting opened with a prayer led by Cindy, asking for guidance and wisdom-maleagsion
Treasurerds Report [/ Finances

Presented by: Marcia Adams

Operating Expense Review:

1 SK Cloud cost increased from $700 to $1,100 per year due to discontinued pricing tiers.
1 Buildings & Grounds: $217 spent on elevator repairs (gaskets).

1 Supply Clergy: $6,875 paid to Father Bob for September and October.

1 $9,000 remains in the clergy support fund.

Rector Discretionary Fund holds $12,000.
Financial Position:

1 Net Cash Assets: $240,044.45
1 Temporary Funds: $102,575.72

1 Restricted Funds: $32,306.82
Total Available Assets: $783,244.67

Motions:

M011013 Motion to accept the finance reports made by Cindy Pekarek, seconded by Vince Cummings Jr.
Motion carried unanimously.

M021013 Motion to pay the bills made by Judy Darrell, seconded by Rick Horejs. Motion carried unanimous

Designated Fund Expenditures

Altar Guildo Silk flowers: $89.66

Altar Guildd Decorations: $108.92
Oktoberfest Liquor License: $42.75
Building deposit refund: $50.00

Rector travel (Women of Spirit): $611.04
Military ministry support: $34.97

= =4 -4 8 —a -

Upcoming Events

October 23250 Annual Council in Omaha

October 2508 Parish Cleanup Day (Boy Scout troop assisting)

October 2606 Baptism of Mason Gunn

October 260 Farewell celebration for Fr. Bob

October 260 Trunk-or-Treat (34 PM, time adjusted to avoid downtown event)

November 26 Welcome reception for Rev. Margaret Bigatkuck

December 18 Tentative date for next Vestry meeting

Early December (TBD) @& Vestry Christmas Dinner (Rev. Brack to host, details forthcoming)

11



Discussion Items / Updates
Rector Search Fund Transfer

To support Rev. Margaret Brackds moving expenses

Rector Search Fund.

Christmas Greenery Replacement

Current altar garland is worn and due for replacement. Estimated co8$80$300
Informal vote held unanimous approval.

Funds to be used from Warner Park Concessions and Holiday Fair accounts.
Back (East) Hill / Retaining Wall Restoration

1 Neighbor altered church property without authorization.

1 Restoration quote: $1,700.

1 Diocesan attorney Woody Bradford handling correspondence.

1 Work to be scheduled before end of October to avoid delays.

Vestry supports gradited resolution without legal escalation.

Cleaning Service Contract Review

1 Concerns raised about declining cleaning quality.

1 New bid is expected for review.

Existing contract with Jaking to be evaluated.

Library Ministry Proposal

1 Proposal made to launch a library organization ministry.

Volunteers with organizational skills (not just love of books) are encouraged.
Storage Solutions & Scout Projects

1 Boy Scout projects underway to build banner racks and complete fence painting.
Suggestions made for PVC banner storage and preserving wreaths/garlands.

Name Tags for New Rector
Stickon name tags will be used for Rev. Brackds

Sunday School Support
Volunteers needed to help paint wooden peg people for use in storytelling during lessons.

Agenda Communication

fir

1 Cindy will begin sending draft agendas on the Monday before each Vestry meeting to improve attendanc

preparation.
Other Items for the Good of the Order

1 Flags to be replaced during cleanup day and retired appropriately.
1 Rev. Brack expressed desire to host the Vestry for a Christmas gathering in her home.
1 Trunkor-Treat and other fall events are fully coordinated.

1 Church members are asked to report any facility issues they notice.
Adjournment

M031013 Motion to adjourn made by Brian Caskie, seconded by Rick Horejs. Motion carried unanimously.

Closing Prayer

The meeting concluded with a prayer led by Judy Darrell, invoking peace and continued guidance for the Ve

and parish.

Next Regular Vestry Meeting
November 13, 20256:30 PM
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Nov -Difice Closed
Nov -Y&8stry Me:edOping
Nov -MBbil e Foold0 1Pla:n30raym
Nov -¥6uth Group B®&liBdhay LJ ghts
Nov -FEamily AdvenAf Wer k9ha8Pp service
Nov -53@rvice -andopme
Nov -28 Office closed
Nov -F0r st Day of Advent
L™, M TNt 7 s N

Mi nistrilesNov 2 Nov 9 Nov 116 Nov 28 Nov 3|0

VPOD Brian|CBarb |[SPatriqk Rick H Vince| C
Hospitalitly Team

9: 3ln 4

2T B T 1T 1 7T 2
Greeters ,UsLeeafns]. & eam eam eam eam
Coffee HoUr Host

Al t ar Guli |l deam Team 2 Team B Team 4 Team [4
Sopi . H Mo bi | e | Roorde n ol-diospitaIHdortSe)F/)elt{eE:Iglotbyrn() S

pirit uPantry Spiri|t Kitchpgen Y

Usher g

Al t ar Brpaditty| KKitty] KKittyl] KKitty| KKitty K
Recycl e Tlea#man S Marcid Busan|HKaren |[GKaren| G
LEM Sat ulr dlaoy y V\é . . Toby V\g/

5:00 pm Kathy har | oft tker iAst | ]S<athy harl ot t e
LEM Sunday Cindy |[PDoug A Cindy| PDoug A Cindy]| P
LEM SundayJen W| Vince|CBrian| CCar ol SJan §

9: 30 am Grace |[W Jan S Lor i EMichell|e Ahber | H

LEV Team 3 Team || Team P Team 3 Team |1

Cruci|fe©Ol i vig IHsai ah VMiHhcentMaC Ken z|i eMyG H
Acol ytesrchMacKenzjifAm&ndal Gladencle IkKai ah| &hlandag N
TorcH Ailynn BAvelynn Mya H Kyper [MAil ynn

LIII LI LI LY L]

Pl ease submit art

December 2025 FLA

church office by N
Thank you
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