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February 2023 

Our Mission is to be a welcoming place where people meet Christ and  
grow in their relationship with God through our worship, service, and fellowship. 

 

The Flame 

Lock-in 

Once again, our youth offered childcare on New Year’s 
Eve. While there were only a few there is no doubt they 
had a good time. When it came time to leave, one of the 
youth we were caring for just didn’t want to go home. 
This is not the first time this has happened over the 
years. Several of our youth group shared the same     
experience when they were younger. The night was 
filled with games, crafts, and treats for all. A few of our 
youth got an hour or so of sleep, while the rest used the 
wee hour to enjoy playing Guitar Hero. After     
straightening up the place, to get ready for Sunday   
worship, our youth enjoyed breakfast and then joined 
Fr. Tom for the 8am service. Believe it or not, they all 
stayed wake. Special thanks to our senior high youth 
who organized our activities and all the volunteers who 
helped chaperone the night’s activities. 
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Fr. Tom’s Tidbits 

 

 

As our Annual Parish Meeting draws closer, I have been giving thanks for the many things we 
have accomplished over the last year, and praying about the challenges that lay ahead. During 
our meeting, we get to celebrate another year sharing in the work of the Lord and prepare 
ourselves for the work still before us. We have some returning efforts that excite me, in particular our youth 
and adult mission/pilgrimage trips planned for this year. I look forward to returning to the Dominican 
Republic this coming April with an adult team and in July with a youth team, working with two communities 
our parish has served in the past. I am also excited about the youth prayer and mission pilgrimage we have 
planned for this summer traveling between churches of the diocese. For me, a highlight will be the celebration 
of a sunset Eucharist atop Scotts Bluff, looking out over the wheel tracks of the Oregon Trail. 

During our trip, it is my prayer our youth connect with the smaller church communities across the diocese, 
learning about how they serve the local community, offering a prayer service for the work they do, and 
accomplishing a small service project that benefits each community we visit. Along the way, we will visit not 
only churches, but some of the sights that go unnoticed as we travel from one end of the state to the other, 
offering prayers of thanks, as we do, for both their beauty and their impact on the lives of the people of our 
fine state. 

Another thing that excites me, is the addition of two more families in our midst. I understand one has jumped 
in to help with Altar Guild, and the other, our choir. I feel so blessed. This is going to be a busy year. We’ve 
already begun a lighting upgrade project, continuing our efforts to minimize our impact on the environment. 
We are hoping to have a few Eagle projects that help avoid erosion along the back of the parking lot, and that 
will help us beautify the circular drive, not only with the addition of two new trees, but bushes and flowering 
plants as well. 

As the warmer weather begins to roll in, there are some other challenges we need to address as well. The 
parking lot is in need of some repairs and the north face of the church building needs to be restained or 
repainted. Our driveway lights need repair as does our roof heating cable that the roofers left hanging. I know, 
it never ends, but together, we will succeed in keeping our building in good shape for the generations that 
follow. 

Office Closed 

The office will be close Monday, February 20. in observance of 

Presidents Day 
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Youth Activities 

 

Youth Bingo Night 

As always, our youth bingo night was a smash. We had lots of prizes, great food, and enjoyed the company of 
friends who joined our journeys youth for the evening’s activities. 
Special thanks to Marcia and her team in preparing the food, and 
the parents who helped us keep the evening on track. As always, 
we ended the night sharing Compline online. 

 

Suicide Prevention 

Due to the weather, last month’s Suicide Prevention Class had to be 
rescheduled. This class will now be held on Wednesday (8 Feb).      
As before, our Journey youth invite members of the parish to join 
them. If you wish to join us, please let us know by signing up at the 
Spirit Hub. The evening begins with dinner at 6:30pm, our program 
will begin at 7:00pm, and we will end the evening with Compline at 8:00pm. 

 

2023 Journey’s Pilgrimage 

The dates are set and the plan has come together for a Nebraska pilgrimage this coming June for our Journey’s 
youth. Youth who are 12-18 (or entering 6-12th grade) are invited to participate. We will depart CHS on Sunday 
(18 Jun) and return on Friday (23 Jun). During our pilgrimage, we will visit churches across the diocese, offering a 
short prayer service and a simple service project at each stop. We will also take in a few of the sights that tend to 
go unnoticed as we travel across the state, with a possible side trip up to Mount 
Rushmore and the Crazy Horse Memorial and Museum. The cost for this      
pilgrimage will be $150 per youth. Youth who are interested should speak with 
Fr. Tom. To meet Safeguarding God’s Children requirements, we looking for an 
additional 2-4 adults (depending on the number of youth) to join us. Itineraries 
will be available and sign-ups will begin Sunday (26 Feb). 

 

2023 Youth Dominican Republic Pilgrimage 

Attention Parish Youth 16-20!!! Fr. Tom will be leading a pilgrimage to the 
Dominican Republic 1-7 Jul. Youth interested in attending should stop by 
the Spirit Hub to sign-up. The cost will be approximately $2,000. Every   
participant will receive a $500 parish scholarship to help offset the cost.   
Also, parish participants may sell “shares of stock” to raise additional    
funding. All share holders will then be treated by our trip pilgrims to a 
“shareholder’s dinner” in late August. Adult chaperones are welcome. For 
more information about this trip, please contact Fr. Tom. 
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Parish Life 

Annual Meeting 

Our annual parish meeting is scheduled for Sunday (5 Feb) and will begin with brunch, 
provided by the Vestry, immediately following our 9:30 Sunday service. As always, we will 
review the challenges and successes of the last year, our previous year’s financials, the new 
year’s budget, and elect new members to both the Vestry and delegates to Annual Council. 
Please plan to attend as the information shared during this short meeting provides im-
portant information needed to live more fully into our shared mission and ministry. 

 

Valentines Extravaganza 

Ticket sales are wrapping up for this year’s Valentine’s          
Extravaganza scheduled for Friday (10 Feb). During this adults 
only event, we will enjoy five rounds of food, bingo, prizes, and 
your choice of wine or non-alcoholic beverages. If you have not 
yet purchased your ticket, please see Sharon Jones during coffee 

hour or call the office. Ticket sales and reservations will close on Wednesday (8 Feb) to allow for final planning. 
The cost for this event is $12.50 per person. 

 

Shrove Tuesday 

On Tuesday (21 Feb) we will hold our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner. This year’s host 
has not yet been determined. Anyone interested in helping cook, serve, and/or clean-up are 
asked to sign-up at the Spirit Hub. This event is free and open to the public. Please, invite your 
friends and family to stop by. A free will offering will be available for those who wish to     
contribute to the work of Magdalene Omaha. If you still have palms from last year, please 
bring them to be burned and turned into ashes for our Ash Wednesday worship. 

 

Ash Wednesday 

On Wednesday (22 Feb) we will offer three services during which you may receive       
communion and the imposition of ashes. Service times are 9:30am, Noon, and 7:00pm.     
A  simple soup supper will be offered by our Journeys Youth between 6:30 and 7:00pm. 
Please plan to stop by. For those unable to attend worship, and who wish to receive the 
imposition of ashes, may take part in one of two drive through opportunities. The first will 
be 8:00-8:30am and the second 5:00-5:30pm. Both will be offered at the red doors. 

 

Lent Program 

Beginning Sunday evening (26 Feb) we will once again offer our Lenten soup supper 
and study. Sign-up sheets will be available this coming weekend, to sign-up to bring 
soup, salad, or bread. While the subject of our Lent program is still in the planning 
stage, I am leaning towards a study using a NT Wright video series titled The New     
Testament you never knew. The study looks at the books of the New Testament, the World 
of Jesus and the Apostles, the Ministry of the Apostle Paul, the Early Christians and the 
Church, the Mission of the Church, and the Creation of the New Testament. 
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CHS Inquirer’s Class 

Beginning Sunday (15 Feb) Fr. Tom will once again offer his Inquirer’s class. Anyone 12 years old 
and older are invited to join him for a class that examines how we, as Episcopalians, as Christians, 
and as members of CHS, strive to live more fully into the promises we make at baptism. This is an 
excellent class for those considering confirmation or are new to the Episcopal Church. To help plan, 
if you are interested, please sign up at the Spirit Hub. 

 

Ministry Team Leader Meeting 

Team Leaders, please mark your calendars and plan to join Fr. Tom for the Spring     
Ministry Team Leader’s Meeting on Saturday (25 Feb) beginning at 11:30 am  (right after 
the Mobile Pantry). During our meeting, we will look at the year’s upcoming events,    
discuss the start up of Ministry hosting at the Spirit Hub, deconflicting of ministry       
calendars, and ministry budgets. If you are unable to attend, please send a ministry team 
member to sit in so that they can keep the ministry informed. 

 

Lay Eucharistic Visitor (LEV) Ministry 

As mentioned before, Fr. Tom would like to reactivate this ministry. He is looking for a 
few individuals who would be interested in visiting our sick/shut-ins to help them feel they 
are still part of our parish family and have not been forgotten. At the close of each visit, 
LEVs then share communion from reserved sacrament. If you are interested, please     
contact Fr. Tom. The plan is to hold a training session in early March (date TBD). 
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Outreach 

 

Red Cross 

The Red Cross Blood Mobile will be at CHS on Saturday (4 Feb) between 8am and 2pm. If you 
have not yet reserved a time to donate, please visit https://www.redcrossblood.org to reserve a 
time slot. Enter 68005 in the red “Find a Blood Drive” box, then scroll down until reaching 
Church of the Holy Spirit. You can also sign up at the Spirit Hub this year. The Red Cross has 
Amazon gift cards for donors and a drawing for a vacation. For more information, or to find 
out what walk up times are available, contact Carol McLaughlin 402-740-7533. 

 

 

Mobile Pantry 

It was a very chilly morning when the Mobile Pantry 
arrived at CHS. This did not stop our volunteers from 
serving the community. The traffic was a little lighter 
than usual, we had about 25 community packs left 
over, that were donated to the Bellevue Food Pantry. 

Some people 
thought we might 
have cancelled due 
to the cold. Special thanks to our scouts and community volunteers, especially 
miss Amanda who took care of handing out the loaves of bread, and our 
Daughters of the King@ chapter for providing Hot chocolate and coffee. Our 
next pantry is scheduled for Saturday (25 Feb) 

 

 

 

2023 Adult Dominican Republic Pilgrimage 

The diocese is resuming pilgrimages to the Dominican Republic. The first one of 
2023 is scheduled for 15-21 April. This adult only trip will work at a church in the 
region of Santiago (northern part of the island). The cost for this trip is            
approximately $2000.00. A $500 scholarship is available from our mission fund 
for those interested in attending.  Also, shares of stock in the trip may be sold to 
help offset trip cost. Shares entitle purchasers to a stockholder’s dinner to be held 
In late August and provided by those who participate in either the adult or youth  
pilgrimages. Fr. John Schafer and Fr. Tom will be finalizing the list for the April trip in the near future. Please let 
Fr. Tom know if you are interested. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org
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Vestry Meeting Minutes 
January 19, 2023 

 
Vestry Members present:  Fr. Tom Jones, Judy Darrell, Ken Gomeringer, Leslie Nutting, Lori Erickson, Kristi 
Smith, Michele Hagen  Also present: Carol McLaughlin, recorder 

The meeting was opened at 6:30 PM with prayer. 

INFORMATION / UPDATES: 

Fr. Tom went over next month’s upcoming calendar items. 

Treasurer’s Report: Fr. Tom presented the financials in Marcia Adams’ absence.   

Budget vs Actuals end of year report: We finished the year at 98.45% on pledges. Total operating income was at 
100.55%. Notable expenses: The amount in Computer Equipment was for the Microsoft 365 Office which we had 
not budgeted for, so it was put into this category. Office Supplies was a bit high because several supplies were  
purchased to finish out the year. Elevator Expense was a quarterly payment. Fire Extinguisher was for an          
unplanned repair needed after inspection. Security Services was a quarterly payment. The gas bill for December 
was $560. We were budgeted to be $8,500 in the hole this year, and we actually came out $91 to the good. 

Changes in Equity report: Expenses included $500 in Outreach Misc to Siena Francis House. In Deacon          
Professional Development we gave Terri more than was originally budgeted because of someone’s donation.     
Rector Discretionary amount was for someone who needed financial assistance. 

Balance Sheet: End of month Cash Assets $232,986. Liabilities $3,198. Net Cash Assets $229,787. Unrestricted 
funds $26,126. Temporary Funds $115,697. Restricted Funds $51,817. Total Available Assets $636,845. End of 
Year Endowment fund was down $58,000 for the year. Outstanding checks at end of year totaled $3,198.57.    
Motion M01-19-01: Judy moved to accept the reports as presented. Ken seconded. Unanimous approval. Motion 
M01-19-02: Leslie moved that we pay the bills. Lori seconded. Unanimous approval. 

DESIGNATED FUNDS EXPENDITURES: 

 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

The February Vestry meeting would have been scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 16. Fr. Tom asked that we move the 
meeting date to Thursday, Feb. 9 because he will be in Schuyler on the 16th. It was agreed that the 9th would work 
for most members. 

Annual Vestry retreat is currently scheduled for March 10–11. Fr. Tom would like to switch that to late summer 
(end of August or early September) in order to bring in the Diocese to begin discussions on planning for his   
eventual retirement. We will have to decide on this soon, hopefully by next month, in order to schedule Canon Liz 
to attend. 

Fr. Tom has received a letter from Icons of Transformation, a company that presents art shows of religious       
artwork and icons. The proposal is for CHS to host a show next year. The company ships the artwork, helps to set 
up, and CHS would be responsible for promoting the event. There is also some expense, $2,000 for shipping and 
insurance. Then Fr. Tom received a letter from the Diocese outlining the Bishop Clarkson grants of up to $5,000 
for programs that would provide reimaging of church or expanding our parish footprint in the community.      

FUND PURPOSE AMOUNT 

Outreach Misc Siena Francis Grant 500.00 

Deacon Support BKSM Expenses 1670.39 

Vicar of Mission Babbel Subscription 71.40 

Altar Guild Pew Torch Globes 90.00 

Building (Lighting) Classroom / Upstairs hall upgrade 3680.00 

Building Fastsigns 435.69 
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Financial Report as of December 31, 2022 

         Actual    Budgeted             YTD Actual                   YTD Budget 

         Pledged        $   22,196.10           $ 16,704.42          $  197,346.30               $    200,453.00 
         Other Inc.     $      7,100 .23                 $   1,457.33          $    21,786.65            $      17,488.00 

         Total Inc       $    29,296.33           $ 18,161.75          $  219,132.95               $    217,941.00 
         Expenses     $    19,404.37                 $ 18,873.83               $  218,266.87                $    226,486.00 

                                                                                                       $        866.08 

This art show should be eligible for this grant as it would invite the community into our church. He is asking for 
someone to take the lead on this to gather more information, so that we can make a decision on whether to move 
forward. Kristi Smith said she would research this further. 

Our ARLO cameras are reaching end of life. After April 1st they will no longer get software updates and our 7 day 
cloud storage goes away. Alan Wyant is looking at options for replacement. 

The Annual Parish Meeting is on Feb. 5 and vestry members are asked to bring two entrees each, as in the past. 

Fr. Tom suggested getting rid of the shopping cart (used for donations of food pantry items) in the Narthex, as its 
use has declined and is in bad condition. There were no objections to this. 

DECISION ITEMS: 

Annual Council next year (26-28 October in North Platte), needs delegates. Judy, Michele, Leslie, and Lori all   
volunteered to go. We will have Corey Hagen and Sharon as alternates. 

Spirit Hub Hosting Rotation: We are hoping to begin ministry hosting of the Spirit Hub in the next month and we 
have received a quote of $435 for signage discussed in Dec. There will be a sign for each of the ministries doing 
the weekly hosting to go along with any display or ministry information ministries wish to share. Motion M01-23-
03: Judy moved that we go ahead and order the signs. Lori seconded. Approved, not unanimous. One nay re-
ceived. 

Classroom and Upstairs Lighting: We have received a quote for upgrading the classroom, upstairs hall, sacristy, 
vesting room and nursery lighting. The bid to do all of this is $3,080.  We currently have more than this in the 
lighting fund. Motion M01-23-04: Ken moved that we proceed with this. Kristi seconded. Unanimous approval. 

Dishwasher replacement: The new dishwasher could not be installed as it didn’t fit under the stainless-steel     
countertop. There are support bars that need to be worked around. The building committee will look into possible 
modification of the opening that will allow a standard dishwasher to be installed. If this is not possible, we will 
need to special order a replacement dishwasher. 

2023 Budget Amendment proposal: As we begin the new year, it was noted that we were blessed with an           
additional pledge. It was also noted that our level pay gas billing went up considerably (from $560/mth - $645/
mth). As the budget had not yet been published, it was suggested we amend both line entries (pledge and gas) to 
more accurately reflect budgeted expectations. Motion M01-23-05: Fr. Tom moved that we amend the budget 
accordingly. Judy seconded. Unanimous approval. 

The Bellevue Fire Department has asked if we want to help sponsor their fire safety materials to school children 
program. The cost is $4 per child. Fr. Tom proposed that we sponsor 50 children out of our Outreach Misc. Fund. 
Judy offered a matching donation from the gift shop. This would allow us to sponsor 100 children. Total $400. 
Motion M01-23-06: Lori moved that we proceed with this donation to the City of Bellevue Fire Department. 
Leslie seconded. Unanimous approval. 

Motion M02-23-07: Judy moved that we adjourn. Lori seconded. Unanimous approval. 
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 Lay Ministries Schedule  

Please submit articles for the  
March 2023 FLAME to the  

church office by February 21th.  
 Thank you 

Ministries Feb 5 Feb 12 Feb 19 Feb 26 

VPOD Ken G Michelle H Margie C Cindy P 

Hospitality Team  

 9:30 am 

Greeters ,Ushers &       

Coffee Hour Host 

Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 1 

Altar Guild Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 

Recycle Team Jan S Marcia A Lynda W Karen G 

LEM  Saturday 5:00 pm Alberta Y Kristi S Charlotte A Kristi S 

LEM Sunday 8:00 am Rick S Ken G Doug A Rick S 

LEM  Sunday 9:30 am  

 

Terri S 

Vince C 

Lori E 

Jennifer W 

Michele H 

Jan S 

Vince C 

Lori E 

                           Crucifer  

Acolytes     Torch  
                        Torch  

Isaiah H 

Kyper M 

Ailynn M 

Anika S 

Vincent C 

Evelynn C 

Olivia H 

Alex W 

 

LEM 

Feb 4 - Blood Drive - 8am to 3pm 
Feb 5 - Annual Meeting - 10:45 
Feb 9 - Vestry Meeting - 6:30pm 
Feb 10 -Valentines Extravaganza - 7pm 
Feb 12 - Inquires Class Start - 11am  
Feb 12 - Finance Committee - 10:45am 
Feb 20 - Office Closed 
Feb 21 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner - 5pm 
Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday - 9:30am, 12 noon, 7pm 
Feb 22 - Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 6:30pm -7pm 
Feb 25 - Mobile Food Pantry - 10:00 - 11:30 am 
Feb 25 - Ministry Team Meeting - 11:30am 
Feb 26 - Lenten Soup Supper - 5:00pm 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENTS! 
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The Flame 
Newsletter of The Church of the Holy Spirit - Episcopal 
1305 Thomas Drive 
Bellevue, NE 68005-2973 
402-291-7732 

The Flame is a monthly production of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Episcopal, in Bellevue, Nebraska. 
We welcome all stories, pictures, and suggestions, but must reserve the right to choose what we can 
print. Please send articles and pictures to CHS Admin at holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org. The next deadline 
for submitting news is March 21. 

Regular Services: 

Education: September- May 

Office Hours: 

Rector’s Day Off: 

Webpage: www.chsepiscopal.org   Email: holyspirit@chsepiscopal.org 

Sunday:    8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

                          9:30 am  Holy Eucharist  Rite II *  

Wednesday:    9:30 am  Holy Eucharist * 

   Saturday:    5:00 pm  Holy Eucharist 

* Broadcast live on Facebook 

Sunday:    Sunday School @ 10:30 am 

Wednesday:    Bible Study @ 10:15 am 
                         Journeys to Adulthood @ 6:30 pm 

Monday – Thursday:  9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Friday:    9:00 am–Noon 

Friday 


